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o aſide for a while, to beat off any thing 

t comes to devour or infect them, 
would not have prevailed with me, if 
this had cauſed any intermiſſion in that 


buſineſs, which J hope will turn to bet- 


tet account, when I come to receive my 
Wages. But having a little time to ſpare, 
I ſhall perform what you deſire. | 


And I have done this the rather for 
that you tell me the Book had made. 
ſome noiſe ; and that the Author is coun- 
tenanc'd and encourag'd by ſome Men of 
ſenſe. I don't much wonder at it; for 


every Man of Senſe is not a Man of true 


- Fi 


gion: | Beſides, it is not every Man 
of Reaſon and Integrity hath leiſure to 
conſider it: and if they have, yet theſe 
ſort of abſtracted Diſcourſes are out of the 


road of Men of. Buſineſs. 


What you obſerve is very true, that the 


89 


oily of Men who write - ſuch 


Books as theſe, and talk of them moſt, - 
are thoſe of a mixt fort of Learning, 
Perſons - of a miſcellaneous Education, 
Who have ſome inſight into moſt of the 
Sciences 5 but are throught versd in 
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running , endleſs Diviſions upon them, 


a cheap and eaſie way ſome Men now 


ä 
2 - * 
« R * ad * 
n 
* p 3 
* 7 


Y * 
"= 
4 


onion no; = ions. 


and and to the. World. 7 — — 
bottom of it all is no more than ch 
1 _ of — Heads = agr 
to 1 k der 
Dial ect of Plain. CO OWN 5. 1. "5 if - 
were 1 of ckoſe Terms of Art, 
put into plain ge, have nothing 
in them more than w N 39 7 
common ſenſe and reaſon of all Me 
And the Conſequence of "uſing them 
frequently in matters of Religion, . : 
generally what is ſo viſible. in this Author, 
that they darken the Subject; ſo that the” 
Queſtion is loſt in a multitude of Words, 
and then Men wander far in purſuit o 
Truth, when they left it behind een | 
their firſt ſerting ont, > / - i 

| oh 2 
But before 1 come to Te particulars, 
I can't but take notice of that Unreaſon- _ 

_ .ableneſs of People, who! never think a a 
Writer ſufficiently confuted unleſs wg | I 
follow him in all his wandrings whereas 

in a Subject of this. nature. it is rn 
to ſhew where he left the Road 
he is not yet return d into it. A 4 . 
were to demoliſh A Fabrick, IN is 10 | 

neceſſity. of doing 5 7 24. ſtone,; it 
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e ee though many of the 


were very good in u hemſetres 


d thy reaforiable confider) perſon 
Aue A ficient Anſwer to this whole 
to thew in ſhort, how he miſtakes 
ts Gelen, and proceeds i in it, all up- 
o two falſe Suppoſitions: One in Lo- 


re 
Ain 


| aka in che W his Bock, 


27 2 is the only Se if Per- 


* Theo ober in Divinity, in the latter 
it; $524) \ 


Ex NOW B rhe oe the ral. 15 1 
Fh removed. 


- This wou'd ſarisfie them 5 he runs 
all the while upon a falſe Scent ; and 
they wowd not take it ill, that we left 
kim to winder by himſelf. But” becauſe 
theſe are but few, in compariſon of thoſe 
Who take things in the groſs, and can't 
ſo well diſcern the Sen and De- 


pendance of one ching upon another: 


And indeed becauſe Anſwers are deſign d 


for ſuch as are not able to-ſee into the 
Faflacies, and hot for theſe who are; 


ee 1 ane 9 ps 5 
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| — lave nothing i in I unanſwer'd that F 


TO Tt OR 
"Fall be- {6/far from endeay 


a dun 
dar ae de Heench pak mary chin 


juſtice allow them, the Plainer we ſhalt 
make their Errors a and the more 
difficult it will be chem to proceed: 
for this obligeth them either to { = 
the pinch of the Queſtion, or be | 


It can't be expected, in the hg 
of a Letter, that I ſhould enter into any 
nice Diſquiſitions about che nature of 
Faith in general; or of the Myſteries of 
the Golf; * rticular; or of the uſe 
of R Religion: For I am not. 
now 20 write u k upon 
Subject; if I were, it ſhould not be in 
— * bim T ſhall at preſent onl 
ſhew the Weakneſs and Folly of this 
Man's arguing; and la Cheats 
and Fallacies by which he is either de- 
ceiv'd himſelf, or wou d * 2 upon o- 
thers: That T may reliey Subject he 
treats of; from that darkneſs and obſer 
rity in which he has involv'd it, cither 
* ö Defgn.” | 
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And firſt, there is great Deceit in the 
very Title of the Book; CHRISTIA- 
NITY NOT MYSTERIOUS. For by 
theſe two words, as it ap by what 
follows, he wou'd raiſe a Notion 'in the 

heads of People that Chriſtianity, as it is 
now generally taught and receiv d among 
us, is a Religion made up of dark znig- 
matical Alluſions, and abſurd, irrational, 
and unintelligible Notions; or elſe of the 
plaineſt things wrapt up in myſterious 
Rites and Ceremonies ; and, in ſhort, 
that our moſt holy Faith is no other than 
one great Riddle. 


Whereas Chriſtianity is ſo far from be- 
ing Myſterious , that it is the plaineſt In- 
ſtitution in the World. All the neceſſa- 
ry Points of Faith and Practice are ſo 
clear and obvious to every capacity, that 
it is a Religion calculated for all ſorts of 
People. And therefore it is ſaid of the 
Times of the Goſpel, That God would put 
bis Law into their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts, and they ſhould all know 
him, even from the leaſt of them to the great- 
eſt. That which this Sophiſter wou'd have 
inferr'd from hence is, That every thing 
God ſhould reveal in the times of the 
Goſpel, Men ſhould have as full and com 


* 
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. 4 Land com- 
1 prehenſive a knowledge of, as they _ 9 


l Chriſhtanity not Myſterious. 


of y thing in Nature. But tis evident 
this: on was deſign d to. ſi * the 
Plainneſs of the Goſpel, as to a matters 
2 obligation upon Mens Conſciences, 

in oppoſition to the Obſcurity of the - 
Law; which was ſo perplexd with a 
multitude of Rites and Circumſtances of 
Duty, that it was troubleſome and tedi- 
ous to learn and obſerre them all. And 
therefore it is ſaid in the ſame Text, That 
they ſhould not then teach every Man bis neigh- 
bour, ſaying, Know the Lord; becauſe all 
the neceflary knowledge of him and his 
Laws, was then to be rendred plain and 
eaſie. And accordingly, this is now the 
Glory of our Religion; and irs Plainneſs 
is one great Argument of its Excellence 
and Divinity : not but that there 'are 
ſome things revealed in the Goſpel, of 
which we are not now capable of any 
- clear, and diſtinct knowledge. So that 
there is à great deal of difference be- 
tween theſe two Expreflions, Chriſtianity 
not Myſterious, and, There are no Myſteries 
#n Chriſtianity. The firſt is very true, _ 
the laſt is abſolucely falſe. 


Ora Testi ſhewing, That My is nl 
in the Goſpel . to 9 Reaſon. - pa 
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5 Who among us ever faid hb was? 
IM if this had not been added, ti Book 
wou'd | 
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thing elſe but Equivocation and 


.. Ads. at * 8 
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wou d have been che ſhorter by fourtgen 
Pages; and were it not for this, and ma- 
ny other things in it, as little to the pur- 


| poſe, it had been only a fticch'd Pam- 
Phet, and cry d about with Almanacks, 


3 Nor above Reaſon. 
This likewiſe is a dubious Saying ; for 
if it ſignifies that there are no Expreſſions 
in the Goſpel that it is impoſſible for us 


to know the meaning of, then it is v 


true: For tho ſome Paſſages are difficult, 
yet every thing in the Goſpel is intelli- 
gible ; and were there any Expreſſion in 
it impoſſible to be underitood, ſo much 
of it muſt have been writ to no purpoſe. 

But if by not being above Reaſon, be meant 
that there is nothing ſpake of in it, but 
what we have as compleat and perfect a 


knowledge of, as we have of any Object 


of our Senſes, it is abſolutely falſe ; as I 
hope will ſufficiently appear. 


And thus the whole Title Page is no- 
hiſm. 
However, here is this to be ſaid for it, 
that it ſuits the Book very well; the 
main drift of which is, to ſet up Natural 


Religion in oppoſition to all Revelation ; 
and theſe ſame Equivocations begun in 
the Title Page, run through every 115 


he ſays. 
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ur with a at the Divines, td Men 
Welle Dre . 


[Zorn arr er- | 4 


8 — dew God, 
and yet we cannot comprehend him. 
5 Let him prove we « if he's able; undd 


without giving himſelf or us any farther - 2 
trouble, we will = the whole Contro- _ 

de co a torr ite, and ter it le 3 
this one 


point. And if he does not make — - 
out, that we have as full and com 
five a:knowled 
tributes of 


8 n in Euclid, then what 


eſerve for that Ex LE 
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of che Nature and At- 
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tion. 


1.70h. 3. 2. St. Fohn {peaking of the ſame matter, 8 


Laſt Ei- more reaſon be accounted) Myſterions, an the 


That the Divine Being bimſelf catinot apith 


moſt cantemptible of his Creatures ? : 1911} 
Lott” : of 03 Foils 

His buſineſs here was, to have:iated 
the Queſtion, and let us have;known 
what was the true Notion of a Myiſtery 
in Scripture. But inſtead of this, he gods 
a great way about to tell us, that the 
true Notion of a Myſtery is to be taken 
no where but from thence, which no ane 
.denies. And therefore ſince he hath not 
done it, I muſt; that both He and Lmay 
ſpeak to the purpoſe, and neither of us 
Hereafter trouble the World with Imper- 
tinence. urn 


Now the cleareſt way I can think of, 
for doing of this, is to inſtance in ſome 
particular Myſtery of the Goſpel; and in 
that, one for all, to let us Tee hat a 
Chriſtian Myſtery is in the ſenſe, ofiScri- 
pture. I ſhall take the firſt I think of, 


chat of the Reſurrection of our Bodies. 


A 490 


45 | ; ad 3." 855 208. . 
1 Cor. 15. Saint Paul ſpeaking of this, ſays, Bi- 
51, 52. 


bold, I ſhew you a Myſtery | We ſhall all be 
chang d in the twinkling of 2 ＋. my | 


ſays, It doth not yet appear what we ſhall br, 
but we know that when he ſhall 7 


Jhalt be like bim. rom 
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| From ade 8 a Chriſtian My 5 
Rery is ſomething which relates to — 
ther Life, which it was impoſſible for us 

to know, without Divine Revelation; 
| and now that = is nn: ful we know it 
| but in „ an cannot r e 
1 bend i it.” Or ſhorter, © Rh 


a Divins Truth reveFa to win. 


| As particularly this of ogy be change ed 

at the E day into "th likeneſs og It is 
a 2 Tru relating to anothey Life which 
could never have enter'd into our Heads 
to think of, unleſs'it had been reveal d to 
us from Heaven: And now that it is wel 
veald to us that we ſhall be like him, 
we know not of the” MANNET. © 8 
herein this 1 will conſiſt. 


So that in a briſtian-Myſtery, 1 
| is ſomething we do under and ſome- 

thing chat we are wholly: ignorant of; 
and it is calld a TI in Ade of 


5 k 3.4 — 3 „ 


- k AG "0 


- 9 1 — = | 


doth theſe. 
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| unit calld a M hey in ges 
What we do know : becauſe it was 


a thing ſo hidden from us that it was im 


* diſcover i it by choſe Powers of 
know- 


e WF .  - 
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in this Life to have any notion, of the" 


knowledge which weare nowendu'd with. 
As we could never have known from rea- 
ſon, that good Chriſtians ſhould be 45. 
into the likeneſs of Chrif. it 5 
part of the M Which — Ar> 
ticle of Fa: and obligatory 
iences to believe it. we = 
derſtand well what it is for a Body; to.be 
rais d, and alterd for the better, = we 
know what it is for one thing 
to be chang d into che likeneſs of another, 


2. It is call'd a Myſtery in in reſpect of 
chat part of it which as yet we have no 
notion of; becauſe tis utterly impoſſible 
for us in this Life to attain to know 
ledge of it by Reaſon aſſiſted with the 
of Revelation that is af- 
orded us. thus it is 4 ble for us 


manner of that change into the likeneſs 
of Chriſt : for it is expreſly ſaid, That it 
dort not yet appear what ſhall te.” From 
whence G infer ot thus much ar 


preſent, that what we do know, and 


What is yet conceal'd from us, are in 
groſs call d d the ſame Myſtery „Aa h 
as we are oblig d to bation what is re- 


veałd of it, fo 9 we 9 


efs words of . 
is mand in 


fume rims olga 
os, ard 
itn me re now tle 1 


_ 


te 


eee ee. 
Nay, chat chere is ſomething in ĩt "a 
we have no notion or Idea ar all of. 
„ N e 551 
This is the notion of a Myſtery in the 
ſenſe of Scripture ; and therefore now v 
ſee the Queſtion i is not, MWhetheria; Man 
can believe what be knows nothing of, Wien 
no Man in his wits ever yet athrm'd.; for 
there is a flat contradiction in the terms; s 
and yet this is the main thing he.labouts 
to alle rove, and by which he endeavours 
to nnd his Read D. the Queſti- 
my | 1 1 £2 tts 


Fei 


M betber there be not laws lege is the G. 
ſpel, concerning which we ate bonnd:ro believe, 
ondary ex wy pps. eee 1 

Wh. 1 ; ; ; 


now able to. comprehend, 
775 4 + WF 


e ee YG 
chis inſtance of the * urrection, then 


there is ſomethin — in o_ "wi chic may ; K 1 
roperly be » yRery. ; in * 4a 
Rice a fene, tha nothing elſe can be 


call d a Myſtery v = ty ſo great propriety! 


of Speech, as will n more e berc- 
after. 


0 The caſe would 1 1 ſhines. © Nj 
had I taken any other Myſtery. for an in- - 
ſtance, either eternal pr age — of 4 
the Son ; "OF . _ 47 8 we 
0 2 | - +2 
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"Ghoſt ; or the Union of the Divine and 
Human Nature ; or the ofthe 
Holy Spirit in the act of Grace ; or the 
Felicity and Joys of Heaven, e. and if 
it be requir'd 1 am ready to qur this, and 
take any other for an inſtance which he 
ſhall Pitch upon. 


Now. this is the thing that lay upon 
him to diſprove; but he durſt not go a- 
bout proving or diſprovin g any thing, till 
he = ex d the matter in hand, and 
* with fantaſtical terms 


and 8 If he had meant ho- 


be 


neſtly, and tho himſelf able to 
through with What he undertook ; 

would have don plain undiſguis d reaſon, 
and proceeded immediately to the proof 
of the Queſtion. But inſtead of this, he 
finds it neceſſary to ſpend above one third 
ef his Book in loſing of it: wherefore 1 
muſt take my leave of it for ſome time 
as he doth, to reſcue the Subject from ob- 
ſcurity, and force this Man Wi pa 4 
ly and intelligibly. 


P. 8. 9,10. And firſt he tells us, That » is nob 


the Man that bath it 3 nor the things to be 
reaſon d about 3 nor is it our Appetites and 

"Deſires ; nor 3s it Authority, What trifling | 
this is ! He ſhould have added, chat 
it FS not the Head that Forms, the 


Thoughts; 
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Thoughts 3 nor the Fingers char rde 

them; nor is it the paging No! 

nor is my Reaſon, the Reafon of a 

Man. Our Readers are like to by much 

the wiſer for cis. _ 
n 

After this he proceedeth to ſhew what P. 1 t 

it is, in his ſecond Chapter ; the whole 2 4 

ſubſtance of which in other words i 

this; thut it is not Se 

nor Fadi, but chat it is De th 

is properly calf'd Reaſon i Which luft he 

will not expreſs by Syilogiſ#, the Word 


for it that is commonly feceivd: but he 


muſt call it, The appνẽv⁰ of inter med P. 13. 
Idea's 70 other Idas d dv diftant 
one another,” and Tie too” fit wfuwnder in the 
mind. And this he explains by +be mer. 


ſuring of two Houſes _ 4 line; beciiiſe 


you can't take one Houſe in one hand, and ' 
the other in another, and'ſo'clup them to- 

—— to findout which is h gheſt. What 
is this but making a 85 cgi, by co 
ing the Medius Nate to the 155 
Queſtion? and to what p 
unleſs he thinks that Reer na X 
learned Logick ? 3 


Yes, he hath a drift wk” lich i „ 
ry obſervable in all our modern Writers 
againſt reveal'd Religion; for unleſs he 


| hel _ downfall rules . reaſoning, the 
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muſt ule his own Cant, otherwiſe —_— I ſpeak 
—— 


conſequences he wou d make, will not ap- 

pear to be true. Tho he's in the right of 

it thus far, and it is no more than what 

is in every common Logick ; Yet what 

1 is his own, and is both trifling and 
e. 


For firſt, his four ways of coming to 
the knowledge of any thing, are very ill 
put together, and the diſtinction frivolous. 
The Experience of the, Senſes, the Experience 
the Mind (i. e.) in uſual ſpeaking, 
denſe and Reaſon; Human and Divine 
Revelation, Now at firſt ſight who does 
not” ſee that any. revelation by God or 
Man, muſt enter into the mind by one 
of theſe two ways, either by our Senſes 
or our Reaſon; ſo that there are but theſe 
two ways ſtill. 4 


And then as to his making Authority a 
means only of Information, and * Evidence 


Jo make what is to beſaid upon this head more 
intelligible, the Reader may take notice that by E- 
vidence he means nothing more than the knowled 
of a thing in the Mind. So that theſe two Expref- 
are the ſame. Evidence is the only ground of 
r and, Ion can give your aſſent to nothing 
but what you know. af the difference is, that one 
3s plain, and the other affectedly obſcure. But I 


ever ſo much to the purpoſe, he will not 
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the only ground of Perſwaſion ; which is'the 
fundamental Error of his Book, and in- 
deed of all theſe modern Writers WhO 
make ſuch a ſtir about Reaſon and Evi. 


dence ; we ſhall ſee the falſity of it if we 


conſider Authority in reſpe& of the Perſun 


who is inform'd, and of him who gives 
the Information, K cod; He oY 


1. In reſpect of the Perſon who is in- 


form'd, I grant it is a means of Informa- 


tion; for how comes any one to the 
knowledge of a thing he was wholly ig- 
norant of before, and which he could not 


attain of himſelf ? why, by another's re- 


vealing it to him, 


2. When conſidered in the Informer, 
it is a ground of Perſwaſion; for why do 

I give my aſſent to any Propoſition rela- 
ted to me from another? becauſe of the 


veracity and ability of the Perſon that 
makes the Information. 5 | 


But this cunning Man will ask, How 
can that which is inſeparable from ano- 
ther be the ground of any aſfent in my 
mind ? I anſwer, It is the opinion that 
is in me of his ability and veracity is che 
cauſe of my aflent. The | 
opinion 1 is Evidence: Butthen this 


Evidence is a . perſwaſſon in re- 


ground of this 
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2 


is ische oy ground of perſwaſion, - Ter 


ſpect of the worth ofthe Perſon only ; and 
that Worth or Authority of his, is a 
only ground of perſwaſion in relpedt of 
the. ſubltance of what he relates to me. 
Erom whence it is plain, that though ke | 

grant that Evidence in the Min 

arr of perſwaſion, yet it is not the Ay 

ly ground. And therefore to make this 

clear and undeniable, let us take an 
—— of two Propoſitions, wherein 
theſe two grounds may be conſider d ſepa- 
rately. 


Tze three Angles of a Trian gle are equal to 
2200 right ones. 


In a Perſon whois able to demonſtrate 
this Propoſition, the only ground of his 
perſwaſion or aſſent, is the evidence of it 
in the Mind: For the reaſon why he gives 
his aſſent to it, is becauſe he finds out the 
agreement of the Extreams by interme- 
diate Idea's, and thus as he ſpeaks, the de- 
monſtration at laſt becomes ſelf-evident, 


- But as co de ſybſtance of this ea 
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20 2 Clrif appears we ſhall ho 1. lim, 
- The authority of the Perſon rel 
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as ſhould never have known this if it had 
not been xeveal'd, and therefore in this 
THUGS Authority is a means of informas 
tion; ſo 1 ſhould never have believed it 
if I had not known that this Revelation 
had come from God. And therefore % 
tbority conſider d in the Revealer, is the 
only ground of my anon e \ 
el this ProgoſRign. | 


But to make this pliner, we oa colns 
ſider that all natural Truths which do not 
neceſſarily require Revelation, need no o- 
ther ground of perſwaſion but Evidence; 
but thoſe which do, have- both theſe 
grounds of perſwaſion, Evidence and An-. 
thority ; as will appear if we diſtinguiſn 
the three ching in every relation. 


15 


. he meaning of the words. 


2. The relation it , or the very 28 
of Revelation, 


The * FATS of the thing inte 
ol by the Revelation. „ 
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a | 1 SE. 172 5 
As to the meaning of the words, and 
truth of the revelation in any propoſiti- 
on, Evidence is the ground of perſwaſi- 
on: for why do I believe this Propoſiti- 
on, When Chriſt appears we ſhall be like 
bim? Becauſe I know the meaning of the 
words ; and becauſe there is an evidence 
in my Mind of its coming from God, from 
thoſe proofs to my Senſes and Reaſon, 


which argue the Divine Miſſion of the 


Perſon who relates it ; and conſequently 
the Divinity of the relation it ſelf. But 
as to the Subſtance of that Propoſition, - 
Authority is the only ground of Perſwa- 
ſion, as indeed it is in all relations what« 
ſoever. : 8 


P. 43: and And therefore tis now plain how Di- 
I 


* 


vine and Humane Authority differ as well 
in degrees of Perſpicuity as of Certitude. 
And why? becauſe when a meer Man 
relates any thing to me, . though I allow 


| the Veracity of the Man, yet it is impoſ- 


fible for him to give ſuch Proof to my 
Senſes and my Reaſon of the reality and 
ſubſtance of what he relates, as God 
can ; And therefore cannot raiſe ſo great 
a degree of Evidence in my Mind. Tho 


18 ” 


 Fhar this relation of his, and one of Gog's 
fall be upon equal Tęrms as to certitude,. 


being 


I ſuppoſe this Man's relation to be true (> 


G ae not Wee. 


— — — 


ing both alike true) yet this Alen of 


— what the Man relates, is more 


recarious and worſe founded bye” 

aith of any divine propoſition ; 
this is more clear and diſtin, as _ 
a degree of ae in the mind which 

the _ wants”, N l 


5 


46 ſhall Rr ke by an Taſtiiee. 
A Man tells me:that Rome is ſwallowed 
up. by an Earthquake; I have ſuch an 
opinion of the veracity of the Man, that 
I give my _ to "EY and believe it 
_— 


et us ſun ole 3 * God 
reveals this ame to me. As yet there 


is the ſame degree of Perſpicuity allow- 
ing the Ability and Veracity of the Man; 
for then boch God and he tell truth in 
this. But if God confirm the relation 
by 4 Miracle, this ſhall raiſe an Evidence / 


or degree of knowledge in my Mind, l 


yo any thing the Man is able to 
and conſequently the revelation 
af che ſame. thing from God makes it 


5 clearer, and gives it a greater degreę of 

perſpicury th __ it had * ee 
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But it will be yet more clear, That 


Autbority is àa ground of Perſwaſion, if we 
conf! Her x oe Evidence in the Mind 
oceeds from Evidence in the Thing 
o all Truths in themſelves are equal. 
ly. evident; but in reſpect of us they are 
not ſo: for ſome we are capable of know 
ing diſtinctly, and ſome we are not, be- 
cauſe they are not ſuited to our preſent 
Capacities. In reſpect of thoſe divine 


Truths, or of that part of them which is 


ſuited to our preſent Capacities, Evidence 
is the ground of Perſwaſion; but in re- 
ſpect of that part of it, which is not ſuit- 
ed to our Capacities,: we have ſeen, Au- 
#bority, is. "a. 023 07.7 ee 


And thus we ſee, how we may give 
our Aſſent to many Propoſitions, for the 
ſubſtance of which we have no Evidence 
in the Mind. Why then, ſays he, a Man 
ſhall believe what he doth not know 
and that is giving his Aſſent to nothing. 
But this is a Quibble; and to remove 1 
effectually, let us take up the ſame Pri» 


poſitions again. 
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The three Angles of a Triangle are equal to 
120 right ones. Ad Se 
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is plain, a Man who knows what a 
Triangle is, and what it is for one Angle 
to be equal to another, may give his Aſ- 
ſent to this ion; though perhaps 
it may be utterly impoſſible ever to beat 
the Demonſtration into his Head. And 
though he doth not comprehend it, yet 
he cannot be ſaid" to be ignorant of it. 
And the only ground of his Aﬀent is, the 
Authority of fome perſon who is able to a 
demonſtrate it. Wr Wil 


And thus it is with a Divine Propoſi- 
don. ben Chriſt appears we ſhall be like 
him. Any one who knows what-it is for 
a Body to be rais'd, and for one thing to 
be like another, may give his Aſſent to 
this Propoſition; though it be impoſſible 
for him to know wherein this Likeneſs 
will conſiſt, or to demonſtrate that it will 
certainly be ſo. And therefore the Ru- 
thority of God i the only grounds of 
Perſwaſion in this Propoſition; and no 
Evidence is neceffary any farther than to 
underſtand the meaning of the Words. 
and the truth of the Revelation it ſelf. 
So groundleſs is chat main Principle of , 
his, that a Man can give his Aſſent to 
nothing but what he comprehends : 
whereas the contrary. is as clear as the 
Light, from! What hath been ſaid. 


But 
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But farther, from this Suppoſition of 
his, that Authority is only a means of Infor- 
mation, and Evidence the only ground of Per- 
fwafion, theſe two Abſurdities will tea ot 
ly tollow. | | 

1. That a Man can never be deceived 
in any thing; for if Evidence in the Mind 
be the only ground of Perſwaſion, a Man 
can never give his Aſſent but where there 
is this Evidence: for if there be but one 
only Cauſe, the Effe& can never proceed 
but from that Cauſe ;- and what is evi- 
dent, that is, what is truly known, can 
never deceive. | 


He hath no way of evading this, but 
by ſaying, That the Cauſe of Error is 
the giving Aſſent where there is none, or 
We: 22 Evidence in os; Mind ; 
wW eſtroys every thing he ſays u 
this Head : for 8 hit — 
may be ſome other Cauſe of Aſſent be= 
ſides Evidence. But if we ſuppoſe Evie 
.dence to be the only Cauſe of Aſſent, 
then it muſt vary. in degrees- together 
with its Cauſe ; ſo that a clear Evidence 
_ ſhall have a firm Aſſent, and the leaſt de 

gree of Evidence ſhall have but the leaſt 
flegree of Aſſent: So that ſtill a Man can 
never be deceiv'd in any ching, of in any 
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degree. And for him to ſa 
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n we 
may think we have this Evi ence when 
we have it not, is {till ſuppoſing” that 
there is ſome other ground of Aﬀent : 
Nay worſe, tis ſuppoſing that a thing 
may be evident to us, and not 3 at 
the fame time. g 
2. It will follow, Sas no Perſon; ei- 
ther God or Man, can be believd on 
their Word. For, what they relate is 
evident to the Mind, or it is not: if it 
be, then they give their Aſſent to that 
Evideice, and not to the Perſon who re- 
lates it. If it be not evident (i. e.) ac- 
—— to him, if he doth not know it 
realy , he muſt utterly reject it. And 
wy W for we. he deſtroys all 
Faith, both Humane and Divine. For 
thus he proceeds: A Man can believe 


nothing but what he knows; and he 


knows nothing but what he compre- 
hends; and then he is ſaid to 


compre- 
hend a thing when he hath a clear and 


diſtin& Idea of it, (ie.) when it is as 
clear as a Mathematical Demonſtration; 
or as evident as what he fees with his 


Eyes: for you know, Seeing is Nr 
ing all the” orld over. 


Haring thus made it dam; het 1 


dence is not the only ground of Perſwaſi. 
on; 
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liberty in matters of Religion as in any 


on; I come now to conſider his clear and 


diſtinct Idea t, Which he lays down as the 


ground of this Evidence. This Opinion 
carries a face of Fairneſs and Probability, 
and inſinuates it ſelf by the common In- 
clinations of Men, who are naturally a- 
verſe to all reſtraint in thinking as well 
as acting, and are as uneaſie at any Fet- 
ters upon their Mind as upon their Body. 
They wou d not willingly be oblig'd to 
give their Aſſent to any thing but what 
they have clear and diſtinct Idea's of; 
and if it be not thus in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, even well-meaning People are 
apt to wiſh it were ſo. L 


| Now:becauſe 1 deſign this Letter in 
Anſwer not only to this Book, but to all 


the Oppoſers of Revelation and Myſteries, 


upon the like Principles of ſetting up for 
Reaſon and Evidence, and clear and diltin& - 
Notions of every thing they give their 

Aﬀent to; I ſhall be very particular in 
the conſideration: of this point. And T 
hope to make out plainly to them; the 
deep Deceit that hes at the bottom of all 
this; and to convince them that God, by 
requiring their Aſſent to his Revelations, 


doth as little violence to their Mind as 


to their Body; and that he leaves their 
Reaſon as full a ſcope, and as great 4 
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fitions, but confounding them ane 
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thing elſe. So that they will find us as 
Sticklers for clear Idea s, ſtrict Rea- 
an, and M can be era 


** 


re . 


"Theſe: Men. freak. — . but 
make falſe Inferences, never 
the difference between theſe two 


Diſcourſes. 5 0 


Clear and ind Lr are the 

all our Knowledge and Aſent; which com- 
d in a 2 2 ſenſe, is undoubredly 
true. But for that other, which they 
make 2 conſequence ckis its AY 


' 


al, vix. 


That me can deliver necking r 
have à clear and diſtin Idea of. For the 
clear Conceptions we have of + ſome 

give us a confus d and imperfect 
Knowledge of others; and it is upon the 
account of thoſe things whereof We have 
clear and diſtinct Ideas, that we give a 
firm Aſſent to the Exiſtence of things 
whereof we have no Idea at all. So that 
theſe two Sayings widely differ; oat much 
as 1 from Falſnood. : 


For 
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I maſt bove a clan and I Idea of eve> 
ry thing I give my Aſſent 6. 
"Pf GO 

New 2 this is 0 fundamental 
Error of all our quaint Reaſoners againſt 
Revelation, and the nee they 
impoſe upon others; I expreſs my 
ſelf as diſtinctly and plainly in this mat- 
ter as I can. | Uh 
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But by the way we muſt obſerve, that 
ſince it appears undeniably from what 
hath been ſaid, that Evidence is not the 
only ground of Perſwaſion, it is 2 direct 
and immediate Conſequence from thence, 
that there is no neceflity of having a 
clear and diſtin& Idea of what I give m 

Aſſent to. Not but that I allow there is 
a neceſſity of clear and diſtinct Ideas of 
fome things, to make us give our Aſſent 
to others. And therefore though Autho- 
rity be a ground of Perſwaſion, yet hat 
this Man wou'd infinuate doth not fol- 
low z viz. That therefore all its Relations, 
or any of them, are to be receiv d without 
Examen. For all the Revelations of God 
admit of the ſtricteſt Enquiry, and ſeve- 
reſt Search of our Reaſon ;- and it is this 
that enables us to diſtinguiſh them from 
the wild Extravagancies of 'Enthuſialts, 
and the Deluſions of a 
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Ne Wii l ſay is this; That w&have 
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God's revealing to us; 
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— yy ws coin to thoſe we? — 
h are our Senſet and our Ruaſon. 
that it is not by giving | 
Faculties; and therefore ſince This dolls 
by adapting himſelf to thoſe Faculties 


We bers, then tis plain chat he 
muſt make uſe of ſuch Words and Noti- 


* 


r 


ons as falb within their proper ſphevase | 2 
| F568. ww 40) £5: enn ä 50 2. | ; 3 
39 W. e can can hae 10 propos or | 7 wy \ 
ning: 3 n - - _ 


ES... i 


REKA „% els res TW ac * * 


ide del mare of an 


* 
jy n * 


N * een 6x ia 
. $2, $045 e n 
* But, as . form no 
the Senſes, ſo neither hath the Rss 

ſonany the e 


hs. 


oi SONGS: 


= = more af a barely his — 
and ble been ny hat i it was: — 


we: hall him 
5 Ss a br, 


n d WV 4 
3 1 10 


It: 1. Tia meld d. to us dur Gui 4 75 


5 * by which we really 
| — thim that he is a Being 
nat not matter; Which is ſo far 4 


. 
4 


* * * n * _ 

4 > 

„ N . "Xx 
3 1. FER g n 

% % * = = T # ITY 3 K . Is; a | * 

* 7 


* 4 — 


> . ; > ONE * 1 | ; * * 7 * * — 1 
1 | ® F , Kab wg « f * „e . 94 1 4 Ws 2 * 5 LEWES * 
15 1 LP» 69 5 Te — — * 8 * 
3 Y TT 


De we © can ind 2 
= matter cannot think; And therefore 
= _ conclude it muſt be ſomething} elſe that 
44 can, though we have no notion ar/alligf 
what: it is. Beſides we oY 8 
what thinking is in à pure 8 

know — Fa the true m 
operation in them, which is — to 
knowledge in us. We can conceive Think- 
ing now, only as it is perform d by help 
of material Organs, and more immedi- 
ately by the Fibles of che Brain. But 
when we ſet our ſelves to conſider it ab- 
ſtractedhy from theſe, we hare no Idea 
at all df it. So that we now form as 
groſs a notion of thinking in a pure Spirit 
as we do of its motion, when we walk 
bjrdraggiog'one Leg after another. 5 
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And Wee to e we 
gay a Spirit moves, we don't make this 
inference from any knowledge we have . 
IF of the true nature of it, but becauſe we 
=, - can prove that. matter can't move it .ſelf, 

_ 1 We rer 
ally do nothing more than Fur it to 
: elſe 3-but what chat om 
is we kndwinor., For we know not he 
it moves, or how it communicates this , 
2 to matter. Nor indeed cn we 

ming iſh Thought and Motion in a Sp. 
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2. As for Ihr ayother Attribute 00 
God, the only way we are f 2 3 
notion of this, is by continu'd 


tion, and then a confus d Idea o 2 8 | 


mains when we are weary of this. — 
ber there is not one addition we make. 
* Ipſo facto we deſtroy. My N * 
fn ht of addition does df f | 
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3. As to his  Onwnipreſence, we 8 no 
Idea at all of it, for it is utterly 5 
ble for us to conceive, how the ſame 
thing ſhould be here, and there, and eve- 
ry Where in the ſame Inſtant ; and there- 
ore we. frame to our ſelves 2 groſs notion 
of it by chat of continu d extenſion; 

though at the ſame tine we are ſure this 
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That the intermediate Idea can he no 151 
where the agreement with both Idea s of t 
queſtion is not evident. And again, | 


That when we have no Notions or Ideas 
4 à thing, we cannot Reaſon about it all. 
or, as I have ſhewn, we have no proper 


immediate Idea's of the things revealed to 
-us in the Goſpel ; and therefore we can't 


ſpeak one word of ſenſe about the real 


nature of them, gs they are in themſelves, 


All beyond this World, as yet, 1s but 


A dark and empty Void to us; and we may 


ſend out our Reaſon to range it back- 


ward and forward inceſſantly, till Soul 


and Body part, 'and never diſcover the 
leaſt glimpſe of light, into the. true na- 


tureof any thing beyond this ſcanty. Sphere 


of ours. We have no intermediate Ideas 
to make Inferences concerning them, 
and if we had, there-cou'd be no appli- 
cation of them to things whereof we 


have no notion. So that thus far ev 


thing of another World is a Myſtery to 
us, and a new born Infant knows as much 


of them, bating their exiſtence only, as the 


learnedſt Man in the World. 
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But as to that other part of them 
which is knowable by us (i, e.) as far as 
we are able to conceive theſe divine 
things, by analogy with: the things of this 

5 either under the ſimilitude of ſen- 


Mind, chey fall entirely under the conſi- 
deration of our Reaſon. Thus far we 


have as clear and diſtinct Idea's of them, 


as we have of other ordinary ' worldly 


Objects. And in reſpect of this 5 0f 


our Chriſtian. Myſteries all theſe ayings 
of his are very true, vin. 
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That nothing teveal Laws aht frown | 


E Aiſquiſi Hons | of. Reaſon; than the n 
Phænomena of Nature. And, eto 


That nothing in the Goſpel i is contrary to 


ba or above it, 


; 


Por all ho Revelations * God are in F 


way ſuitable to.; thoſe powers of know= 
ledge we have, and he requires'us to be- 
lieve nothing. but what is juſt and rea- 
ſonable;” For, as he ſays, To at tyranni- 


cally does only dernden rhe Devil. In reſpect 
All that he 


of his part of the Myſtery, 
contends for; holds true. We muſt wy 
clear and Ainet Ideas of the things; w 

wut have ene e Idea 5 70 find out 
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the agreement between the Extremes. What 
need I inſtance in any more particulars 2? 
I allow him thus far, all the Clearneſs,, 
Perſpicuity, Evidence and Reaſon any Man 
can wiſh for. And all the requeſt I 
would make to theſe Men of Reaſon 
is, That they wou'd ceaſe to ask for a 
rational account, of what neither they 
nor we can have any notion of ; and 
that as to every thing elſe in Religion 
they  wou'd be as exact, and critical, 
and ſevere in their Reaſonings as poſſi- 
ble they can. And unleſs they find more 
reaſon to believe the truth of thoſe 
things reveal'd in the Goſpel, than it 
is poſſible for them to have for what 
any Man ſays; then I will allow them to 
be the only Men of Senſe, and that we 
are only ſoft and credulous Fools. | 


"Tis every Man's native Right and Pri- 
vilege to judge and examine every thing, 
before he gives his Aſſent to it; and tis 
this alone which diſtinguiſheth our Chri- 
ftian Faith from blind Credulity, becauſe it 
admits of ſuch enquiry, For though we 
have no notion of the things themſelves, 
yet we are ſufficiently aſſur d of the truth 
of them, from thoſe things we fully un- 

derſtand: And the conſtant method of 
arguing in divine things is this; from che 
things whereof we have clear and dim 
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Less, we infer the exiſtence of thoſe 
things whereof we have no Idea at all. As 
for inſtance in this Propoſition. - 


This Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption. 


J have a clear and diſtin& Idea of what 
it is for a Body to corrupt and rot; and 
likewiſe I know what an athletick habit 
of body is, and for a perſon to have a 
firm Conſtitution, and to remain always 
in the utmoſt beauty and vigour of a bloom- 
ing Youth, which is the beſt Idea of In- 
corruption that I can frame to my ſelf 
now. And the reaſon I give my Aſſent 
to this Propoſition, is not becauſe I have 
any, the leaſt notion of that immutable 
ſtate of Perfection which a Body ſhall be 
raisd to, and which is here repreſented 
under the notion of Incorruption : But be- 
cauſe J have ſufficient proof for the tru 
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3, of it, in this Type or Figure by which | 

15 it is repreſented to me, that jt is poſſible 2 
be) for me to have, (i. e.) the concurring __ A 
it | 


Teſtimonies of Prophecies, Miracles, and 
the Excellency of that Doctrine which they 
— 32 were made the inſtruments 
of revealing this to me. | 


And thus likewiſe, though we have no 
Idea of God as he is in himſelf, yet we 
inter his Exiſtence from thoſe clear and 
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diſtin&*Idea's we have of the things of 

Nature; which is the very meaning of 

the Apoſtle when he ſays, All that was to 

be known of God was manifeſted in them, for 
E 


the inviſible things of him from the Creation of 
the World are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by 
rhe things that are made. It was for want 
of ſome Idea of him as he is, that made 
the Heathen World run into 1dolatry, and 
repreſent him under the ſimilitude of 
lome of the meapeſt of his Creatures. And 
now by Revelation, what we come to 
know more of him 1s, that we can have 
no Idea at all of him as he is in himſelf: 
and as it follows, it is this will one day 
render all Infidels without excuſe, becaule 
though they had no clear and diſtinct 
Idea's of the things of another World, 
yet God did' not leave them without ſuf- 
ficient proof of their Exiſtence ; nay, 
greater than it was poſſible for them to 
have of any thing elſes, + $1465 


From whence we ſee, that there is an 
eſſential difference between Humane and 
Divine Faith, becauſe the proof on which 
ane is grounded is fallible, and that of the 
other infallible ; and conſequently a great- 
er degree pf knowledge in the one than 


in the other. This is one reaſon of uſin 


theſe two words Faith and Knowledge 1 


promiſcuouſiy in ſeme places of the New 
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Teſtament, becauſe our belief of a meer 
Man is but a precarious aſſent; but the 
Chriſtian ' Faith may. be called Knowledge 
in 4 more peculiar ſenſe, becauſe we are 
obliged to believe nothing but what we 
have infallible proof for. Which again 
ſhews the falſity of that Saying of his, 
which he lays ſuch a ſtreſs upon; That 
Divine and Humane Revelations do not differ 
in degrees of ferpicuiny For where there 
is a greater degree of Knowledge, there is 
a greater degree of Perſpicuity, but in the 
Chriſtian Faith there is a greater degree 


of Knowledge : Ergo. 


And now we ſee plainly the Error of 
thoſe Men, who out of a miſtaken zeal 
for the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, have ſet 
themſelves to defend them, by bringing 
them down to the Level of a Man : and 
endeavouring by thin-ſpun Notions, to ſolve 
the greateſt Difficulties in them upon the 
Principles of Reaſon. Theſe are very 
raſh and inconſiderate Attempts ; and 
when all is done, their failing in what 
they aim at, is the beſt Defence of our 
Chriſtian Myſteries. If we had not 2 
determinate ſenſe for the words wherein 
they are reveald, they could be no Ar- 
ricles of Faith. And if they cow'd be ful- 
Jy 1olv'd and explain d, they wou d ceaſe 


doo be Myferies. This bath given che Ene- 
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mies of our Religion à great advantage; 
for when they find they are not to be 
throughly accounted for (as indeed they 
are not) upon the ſtrength of Reaſon, 
together with the aſſiſtance of that de- 

ee of Revelation we now have, they ut- 
terly reject them, as inconſiſtent with thoſe 
powers of wang of which God hath 
given us. Never diftingutſhing between 
that part of a Myſtery, which we under- 
ſtand clearly and diſtinctly, and will ad- 
mit of the ſtricteſt Enquiry of the moroſeſt 
Reaſoner ; and the ſubſtance of the thing 
ſignified by it, whereof we have no Idea 
at all, and therefore nothing can be morg 
abſurd than to raiſe any Dilfures about it. 


It wou d certainly be very pleaſant, 
to hear two ſuch quick-ſighred blind Men 
as I ſpoke of, diſpute warmly concern- 
ing the nature of Light, and how many 
ſeeming Contradictions they wou'd ſtart con- 
cerning it; as, How any thing cou d be in 
every point of ſuch a vaſt. ſpace in the ſame in- 
ſtant? How it was poſſible for them to touch 
ſo many millions of Objects at once? Since 
this was their chief way of diſtinguiſhing 
one thing from another, ec. and fall out 
about theſe imaginary Difficulties irrecon- 
gileably. Whereas upon ſuppoſition that 


h was reveald to them that there was 
#eþ a thing; which ſhpu's make chem ve 
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h ſome time or other, when God 
do open their eyes: Their buſineſs 
was not to conſider whether they were 
able clearly and diſtinctly to comprehend 
the nature of this thing; but, whether it 


were really reveal d to them, under the 


notion of ſuch things whereof they had 
clear and diſtinct Idea s. If it were di- 
vinely reveald, and they had ſufficient 
teſtimonies for the reality and exiſtence 
of it, then they wou d have ſufficient rea- 
ſon to believe it, without any clear and 
diſtinct Idea of the thing it ſelf. 


So that we take a wrong method againſt 
all the Oppoſers of Revelation and Myſteries, 
when we go about to explain to them 
what is really inexplicable by us now; 
many ſuch prophane and impious Books as 
theſe have been the conſequence of it. 
We are neither able to apprehend any 
thing of theſe Myſteries; nor if we knew 
them, cou'd we explain them ſo as to 
make other People underſtand us. "Tis 
the greateſt Folly, becauſe it is impoſſible; 
and the greateſt Boldneſs, becaule it is 
{ſearching into what is hidden from us; 
and all theſe elaborate Intricacies are but 
miſchievous triflings. And when Men 
talk ſo much of what they have 20 Idea 
of, -it muſt always end in darkneſs and 
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ſtery which is intelligible and plain, was 
ever ſo; and that part which is myſterious, 
notwithſtanding all their vain endea- 
vours, will ever be ſo till we come to an- 


other World. 


Therefore our way to deal with theſe 
Men is, to fix the right ſenſe and meaning 
of thoſe Propoſitions, wherein the My- 
ſteries of the Goſpel are reveal'd to us; 
and then to inſiſt upon the Proofs we have 
for the truth of the Revelation, and ſhew 
that they are ſuch as ought to convince 
any reaſonable unprejudic'd Man; inſo- 
much that if they do not give their aſſent 
to them, they ſhall be without excuſe when 
they come to be try'd for their Infidelity. 
Thus we ſhou'd turn the courſe of our 
Thoughts into a right Chanel, and con- 
found all the Enemies of our excellent 
Religion. For by freely owning (as be- 
comes us ) that we have no notion at all 
of theſe myſterious things as they are in 
themſelves, we cut off a multitude of fri- 
volous and impertinent Objetions. And ſhew 
theſe Men, that our Chriſtian Faith how- 
ever, is no lazy credulity, or blind impicite 
aſſent ; ſince it 1s built upon a better Foun- 
dation than is poſſible for any Man to 
lay, without the concurrence of the Al. 
mighty Power of God: infomuch that we 
are ready to join iſſue with them, upon 
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the Principles of Reaſon, in every poi 
of our Chr: ian Faith, as far as the i gs 
reveal d fall within the compaſs of it. 


And therefore were I to give a reaſon 
of my belief of the TRINIT X, laying 
aſide all affectation of hard words, and ab- 
ſtruſe Metaphyſical Notions, L wou d do it 


thus, 


I am fully perſwaded of the neceſſit 


* 
— 
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of Revelation in general, in order to all 


the purpoſes of Vertue and Piety in this 
life; and I am convinc'd that thoſe Re- 
velations of the things of another World, 
which are made in the Goſpel, have b@- 
ter proofs of their Divinity than any o- 


ther whatſoever. They have ſuch reſfti- 


monies of their coming from God, from 
Prophecies, and Miracles, and the agree- 
ableneſs of the Dodrines therein con- 
tain d, to our common Notions, that if I 
uſe my Reaſon with the ſame impartiality 
in theſe that I do in other things, I muſt 
give my aſſent to them. 


In thoſe writings I find this Pr opoſi- 


tion, 
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I Joh. 5.7. There are Three that bear Record in Hea- 
den, the Fat ber, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt,, and theſe Three are one, 


* 
* 
— 


* Though we grant this Text was not quoted 
by the — Council againſt the Arrians, and is 
not found in many ancient Copies. Nay tho we 
ſhow'd grant that it was not originally in the Epiſtlo 
of &. Fohn, it is however a good Argument for the 
Doctrine of the Trinity. For, | 

If it was a Marginal Note, and ſo crept into the 
Text, this however ſhews it to have been the Opi- 
nion of the moſt Ancient and Primitive Chriſtians, 
who put his Comment to the Text. 

If they ſay this was put in by the Orthodox, it 
was done in oppoſition to Hereticks, and this was 
a ſufficient evidence of their firm belief of the Do- 
ctrine of the Trinity then · | 
But if this Text was expung d by the Arriant, 

who, as St. Ambroſe obſerves of them, where remar- 

kable far this ſort of fraudulent dealing with the 

Scriptures, then there was a great deal of reaſon for 

reſtoring of it. | 

Though it be not in ſome Copies, yet it is in 

Others, and thoſe very ancient. And that which 

may give us a ſtrong preſumption that it is gemiine, ' 
is that it was quored by St. Cyprian a conſiderable 

time before the Nicene Council: and before the Ar. 

rian _ ran ſo high, or that it was ſo much for 
3 the intereſt of any party either to inſert or expunge 
41 It. f ö e | 

1 But however this be, we are ſure the Scriptures: 

3 it with it are all of a piece, and very confiſtent with 
themſelves. For the ſubſtance of this Text is plain« 
ly expreſt in other places, which they don't deny to 
3 be genuine. And we make no queſtion but if it 
» B® were in the power of our modern Hereticks of the 
_— - | fame rank, theſe too wou'd be left out of all thoſe - 
_— Copies, which ſhou'd be tranſmitted a "3 
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e not Myſterio. | 


From whence and fron crafty alk 
paſſages in the Scriptures, L find that 
there is 2 Diſtinction made i the Godhead, 
under theſe three names of *Farher, Sor, | 
and Holy Ghoſt, which the Church hath 
expreſt, altogether by che word Trinity 
and ſingl by the word Perſon, And 1 
think theſe terms proper * to ex- 
preſs all that we know of this Myſtery. 


Now I find no account of this Auer 
and Nature of this Diſtinction in the holy 
Scriptures, ny otherwiſe than that the _ _ 
Son was 7 and that the Holy _* 
Ghoſt comes from the Father and the Sn. 
I conclude there is ſomething more than 
a meer Nominal Diſtinction, becauſe we 
are ſaid to be Baptized in the name of 
| the Farber, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Which mult needs import ſome- 
thing more than if that Commiſſion had 
run thus. Go haptize all Nations in the 
Name of Jehovah, and of Elohim, and of . 4 
Adonal. And if there were not _ i YA 
thing more n than bare 
they fffould do it in the name of Go, 
this were a needleſs Tautology. 


Again, I conclude chat they afe St 
three diſtinct different Spirits; for then 1 5 1 4 
an a be three Gods, contrary oOo 

Reaſon DW 1 __ 
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| Reaſon and Scripture... From all which [ 
infer, there i) in the Godhead ſomething 
more than a meer nominal Diſtinction, and 
ſomething leſs than that of three Arent 
Spirits, And becauſe I find each Perſan 


. ſeparately as well as jointiy mention d as 

G04, 2 Divine Worſhip allow'd and 

aid to them, Therefore as that excel- 

Athan. lent Creed expreſſeth it, I.avorſbip the Tri- 

nity in Unity, ond Unity in Trinity 5, neither 

confounding the Perſons, nor dividing the 
„ 7 LET. 7... | 


No at the ſame time I make this pro- 
Feſſion of my Faith, I allow I have not the 
leaſt knowledge how ſtrict this Lion is; 
nor how great the Diſtinction. It is as 
much beyond my Reaſon, as the Glory of 
God is beyond my Sight; and any Man 
who ſtrives to conceive: it himfelf, or 
takes pains to explain it to others, is 
guilty of ſuch a folly, that I can't think 
of any action in nature extravagant E- 
nough to match it. If we ſaw a Man 
ſtretching up his hand with a great deal 
of Vebemence to pull down a Star, we 
Thou'd certainly couclude him diftracted';; 
becauſe tis utterly impoſſible for him 
to reach it, or graſp it if he cou d. Tis 
the very caſe of thoſe Men, who go a- 
bout to account for the manner of chat 
Unity, and Diſtinction for which they have 
neither Words nor Ideas. And 


42 dect 1 Pat, it OR 20, 00m 

ſition to this Inſolent Man, that I 

adore what I cannot comprebind. This is 
one of thoſe Myſteries ;reveal'd in the Go- 
ſpel, and it is never the leſs a Myſtery 
— any thing he hath yet ſaid, or ever 
will ſay; for the Union 3 is inexplicable, 
and will be ſo to the end of the World. 
However my aſſent to this is not precari- 
ous and implicite, or any eaſie blind\Credu- 


done by every reaſonable thinking Man, 
concerning mw Fre age tion I 2 


* To be {all that. "be e underſtands wel the 
m—_— of the Monde. 


chem. | ES 235 | 


' Ty 


Is 3. That be hath IP evidows vel the 
Revelatioy \ coming from God. 
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2 to the firſt of cheſs. in 7 OY of 
the Myſtery. I am now upon, I under- 
ſtand very well the meaning of the Words. 


ſelves who oppoſe this Doctrine under- 


lity ; but is founded upon clear and diftintt 
Ilka. For there are three things to be 


en 15 80 Mok IL * Ane F. | 
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wherein it is reveald ; and they them- 


ſtand chem as well as I; for if they Gag. | 
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not know what was meant by the Words, 
they wou d never ſet themſelves to argue 
againſt it; for there is no other: way of 
confuting Nonſenſe, but ſaying it is ſuch. 
So that thus far, if it prove to be true, 
theſe Propoſitions: wherein the Teiniry is 
reveard, will hold good againſt them at 
the day of Judgment, and render them 
without Excuſe. 3 


2. As to the ſecond thing, I ſee no 
Contradiction in it; and if there were, I 
would utterly reject it. For to ſay that 
Three are One, is fo far from being a con- 

- tradidction, that there is nothing more 
common in ordinary diſcourſe, than for 
any one to ſay, that Three or any other 
greater number of things, are but one ; 
and if every Man who ſpoke ſuch ſeeming 
contradiction, were catch d up immedi- 
ately, and forc'd to explain himſelf upon 


A * * 0 < 
* 5 
* 


ſation very troubleſome. As if one ſhou d 
ſay, that there are three diſtinct things in a 
Man, a Body, the Animal Spirits, and an 
Immaterial Subſtance, and yet theſe Three 
are but One; and he ſhou'd be forc'd to 
explain himſelf and ſay, that his meaning 
is not, that Three Men are One Man, or 
that One Man is Three'Men. They who 
cry there is a Contradiction in this Myſtee 
ry, ſeem to me neither to now 
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all ſuch occaſions, it wou'd make conver- . 
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Contradiction is, nor what is the Chriſti- 
an Faith concerning the Trinity, For 
we dont believe that the D;viniry is One 
and Three in the ſame ſenſe; then indeed 
it wou'd be a contradiction. But we Af 
firm the quite contrary, vir. that the 
Godhead is One and Three in different rk 
ſpe&s. So that all this noiſe. of Contradia 
on vaniſhes, and the whole force of the 
Objection amounts to no more than th, 
viz. That we are not able to conceive, 
in what reſpect he is oze, and in what re- 


ſpect he is three ; and therefore becatile 
we have no clear and diſtinct Idea of tis, 


we muſt utterly reject it. I grant We 
are not able to account for this, and it 
is this that makes it 2 Myſtery, and if 

cou d clearly ſolve the manner of this 
Union and Diſtinction, it wou'd ceaſe robs 
ſuch. Thus much of it is purely the 


Object of my Faith, and the Authority of 


God is the only ground of my affent 
this part of r. Rar then, ** 8 F 
3. I have ſufficient proof of this Reve- 
lations coming from God. I have fot 
This, all the proof that I have for the 
Truth of the Scriptures, and the Divine 
Miſſion of the Perſons who wrote chem; 
fo that T muſt either reject all reveal Re- 
Mien or allow This to be an Article of 
e 
8 | __— But 
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But perhaps this Man will object, 
that though he ſhow'd grant it to be an 
Article of Faith, yet it is ſo no farther 
than we can comprehend it. But I have 
already made it out at the beginning, 
that both what we do, and What we 
cannot know, are both in groſs call d 
the ſame Myſtery ; and that my aſſent 
to what I do not apprehend, is founded 
upon the Authority of God, but my aſſent 
to what I do apprehend is founded 
upon Evidence: The firſt aſſent is pro- 
perly Faith, the laſt is Knowledge, 


And ſo likewiſe if were to give an 
account of my belief of the DIVINE 
TY OF THE SON, it ſhoud be 
thus. : n yo | 
I am convinc'd by the Completion of 
Prophecies, the Miracles he wrought, and - 
the agreeableneſs of his Doctrine to the 
natural ſentiments of our Minds, that 
whatever Feſus Chriſt was, He came from 
God. . I find him in many places aflum- 
ing to himfelf the Name, and Tiles, and 
Worſhip of God. In diſcourſing with the 
Fews, he uſeth this form of Speech Before 
Abraham I AM, on purpoſe to ſig- 
nifie to them, that he was that very Bi- 
vine Being Which was reveal'd to Moſes. 
.- 3 e Un- 
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he tells chem, that as he was the Son of 
God, fo He and the Father were one. 1 5 
the Me underſtood him in this ſenſe,” 1 
am ſure, becauſe they took up Stones at = 
each of theſe Sayings, to ſtone him a8 
Blaſj „ becauſe be made himſelf equal 
with God, If theſe Expreſſions were not 
| to be underſtood. in the fenſe they took 
| them, he wou'd certainly have undeceve: 
| them, and have made it known, that he 
was not God in the ſenſe they underſtood 
him; but, that he was only a God by 
Deputation, according to the wild Notion 
of the Socitians. But he ſpoke the Truth; 
and the Jeu underſtood him right, That 
be was eternal God equal with the Father, the 
very ſame God who was ſignify'd by that 
ſacred Name I AM. And he hath nes 
ver undeceiv'd either them or «s to this 
day; but inſtead theredf, hath us d many 
Expreſſions to countenance and encourap: 
this Notion of him; and therefore ifI1 
act _ a reaſonable Man, I 75 under a 
neceſſity either of giving my aſſent to this, 
or of + re bw an Impoſtor. 


Now had he been an Impoſtor, God, 
who ſhew'd himſelf always very jealous f 
his Honour, 'wou'd never have confirm'd 
this Doctrine of his with ſuch repeated 
TZaftimonies. If we ſuppoſe him to be 1 7 

n * Y 
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1 meer Man who ſpoke. only by his Spirit 
| and Commiſſion, he wou'd never have us d 
ſuch Expreſſions as muſt naturally be mi/- 


prof , and lead thouſands into. the 
Sin of Idolatry, which of all others 
is the moſt deteſtable to God, Adoſes was 
never ſuffer d to enter into the Land of 
© Canaan, for a much ls ſuſpicious Expreſ- 
ſion, and in the heat of paſſion too ; Muſt 
we bring Water out of the Rock? Which 
was 'a wain-glorious Inſinuation, that they 
wrought that Miracle by their own im- 
mediate Power, and. proper Efficacy. 
This comes much ſhort of theſe Expre 
ons. of our Saviour's, Deſtroy this Temple, 
and in 5 2. I ay raiſe yes. I have 
der to la n my life, and I have power 
— it * ps; A Abraham Ar 1 
am. And indeed that Paſſage concerning 
Moſes, ſeems to have been upon Record 
by the ſpecial Providence of God for this 
very purpoſe, that it might be a good 
argument of Conviction to the Jews, of 
the Divinity of the Son, ſince this infe- 


rence. was very natural and obvious from 
it, vix. 8 


F God was ſo incensd with:Moſes for 
"making uſe of one Expreſſion, which:ſeens d to 
epcroach 155 his Preragative; then bon fan 


wow d. he have betn from giving Teſtimony: of. 
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much mere frequent and greater Miracles, 10 
Perfon ho by many plainer r "A 

um'd to himſelf the full power and perfeftion. 
of the Godhead ; if be were not really 1 
gave himſelf « 2 10 ble. 
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For this reaſon 1 ſay, ecards is 1 
reject him as an Im 2 therefore os Ls 2 


lieve this Propiofieisn and confi 
blefſed Jefus the Son of God to be Ke 
nal God equal with che Father. 


05 id 


Now thus far I proceed 3 in this gry 
upon the ſtricteſt Rules of * 


Evidence, and my Faith "of this 


tion is founded upon clear and diſtintł 
dea's; for I know clearly who I mean by. 
| Feſus Chrift, (i. e.) that Perſon who was 
born of the Virgin „ and crucified 


under Pontius Pilate; ave a clear and 
diſtin& Idea of 83 it is for one t 


be equal to another; and I apprehend AL 
well i what is fignify'd by the Name 
God here,” (4. e.) chat Divine Eyes] 
whoſe nece ary Exiſtence. T is iofer 
that clear Knowledge 1 have of his C 
tures ; and of Whole. Nature, 0 
have not the leaſt Wen 8 in i je 1h * , 
yet I form che beit Idea.o 
enlarging all the hf 
Cerna 10 in tlie 
4 clear and diſtin 
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— one Perſon to be the Son of another. Thus 


T underſtand the meaning of the words ; nor 
is there any thing in them contradiffory 
ta my Reaſon. And laſtly, I have clear 
and diſtinct Ideas of thoſe © miraculous 
Proofs to the Senſes of Men ; and of thoſe 
Completions of Prophecies; and the Excel- 


leney of that Dockrine they confirm, the 


Agreeableneſs of it to the common No- 
ons of Men, and its natural Tendenc 
to make Men ekfie and pleaſant, and 4 
fl to one another. All which raiſe ſuch 
an Evidence or Knowledge in my mind 
755 the . Divinity of his Miſſion who re- 
card this Propoſition to me, that I 
miſt do violence to my Reaſon, if I do 
not give my, Aſſent to it. And thus 
far it is not ſo properly and ſtrictiy a 
Myſtery. 1 ar i | | 


b But when I think of this Propoſition 
Again, Jeſus the Son of God, is God equal 
_ Hh Father; I muſt own, at he ſame 
T. give wy Aſſes: to it, I have no 
knowledge n of that Eternal Genera- 
roy Whitt 1 orm an improper Idea of from 
E Frbereation * 2 Man from \ another. 
r Krave I any Notion of this wonder- 
ful Union of A umane Nature with, 
the Divinity. Nor can 1 in the leaſt 
imagine wherein this Equality conſiſts. 


* 


Theſe and all other ghings relating Fs 


I. 


12 


, e 


talk to us of 2 blind implicite Aſſe Yen, or ea 


* Criftianity not e ; 


the manner of it, are wholly out of the 


reach of all my Capacities, and totally- 

obſcurd from me. Theſe are the things 
which make it a Myſtery, and in reſpect 
of this part of it, the Authority or Vera- 
city of God, is the only ground of m 

Perſwaſion ; and my Chriſtian Faith of 
this Article conſiſts in thus giving my 

Aſſent to the Exiſtence of things which 1 

have no notion of, when he hath tak 
care to give me undoubted Teſtimonies 
of the Revelation's coming frgm Him. 
And I truſt he will accept of it, becauſe. 
tis no raſh inconſiderate Aſent, but that 1 
uſe thoſe powers of farce ge I have 


as trick and impartially in this, as I wou' 


do in any Aff w whic n con · 
cern d wy Lite. 


And thus, I ho ope, it plainly appears 
how little reaſon theſe 8 have co 


Credulity, fince in our Chriſtian Faith 
proceed upon the ſtricteſt Rules of * 
on, and build our Aſſent upon no * 
dation but What we know to be firm. 


a 


And Weder I proceed to che 4 | 
part of his Book, I Nall repeat in ſho 
the Princh ＋ by "lays down for himſelf 


to go upon N the followin Fa 
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The whole Sum of his Logick, in 
ſhort then, is this: a 


1. Evidence is the only ground of Perfwaſt- 
en, (i. e.) you can never give your 
ſent even to the reality or exiſtence of an 
thing, but when you know as much of it 
as you do of any __ in the World; 
and comprehend it as and perfectl 
35 that two and three fre: whic 
is plainly to ſay; You can never believe any 
thing, But 2phen. it is ſo clearly. known: to you, 
that you can't help believing it. For no Man 
can hinder his Aﬀent to a thing he knows 
perfectly well: as, no Man can help be- 
lieving that two and two make four. A 
thing may be very true indeed, and you 
not believe it; but if this Truth be evi- 
dent to you, your Aſſent muſt neceſſari- 
9 So that you can believe no- 
ng, but when you cant belp it; and; 
when you can't avoid: it, then you m 
P. 22. believe it; for God hath taken it aut of our 
| power to diſſent. from an evident Propaſition. 
P. 23. And our kind Diſpoſer hath. put us under 
La, of bowing before the Light and Majeſt 
of Evidence; and therefore this Man * 
make ſuch an Idol of it, as totally to ex- 


a a 1 . 
* * Cann — 


. 
r 


clude all Difference, or aſſent to the: 
Word of the true God. For another Prin- 


2. That A us is: avly a mean: jy In- 
formation ; ey you can believe nei- 
ther God nor Man upon their Nord; for 
they can only relate a thing to you, but 
neither of them can influence your Mind 
to an Aſſent. So that to ſpeak plainly, 
tis all one, in reſpect of your Aſſent, 
whether God .. or Man, or the Devil, 
tells you a thing; for” thoug h you are 
convinced that God always rells truth, and 
the Devil is 2 Liar; yer {till you betieve 
the never the more, becaiſe it 
comes from God. Alas: che Ne of 
God is not to be regarded in the caſe; 
no, you muſt bow before the IS an 
Marty ene. Si, 


"4 | 1 
n 141 1 


But ſuppoſe God ey the Devil fpeak 
two contrary Propoſitions, as in the caſe 
of Eve: In the day that "thou eateſt thereof 
thou ſhale th Die: And, Thou hal not 
v ſurely Die. The words of theſe two Pro- 


F" WM politions were equally day to her; ſhe un- 
* derſtood the la kane of dere alike; and 
A her Idea's of the t TN were e- 
„ +. then was 
| -Afent to the latter? It 
| could not be Epidenge for according to 
5 him, both cheſe Propofitions had equal 
2 ae to Der? Affen upon this core 
; * It may be T have raken wron 
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Will did not follow, till the Devil bad ren her 


and therefore nothing remains to be ce 
ground of her Aſſent, but the Authori 
either of God or of the Devil. And find, 
by ſad experience, it was che Authority | 
of the latter that Lay d „ 


But tis plain, ſhe had a greater degree 
of Evidence or Knowledge of the Truth 
of. the former Propoſition, becauſe ſhe 
knew it came from God who cou'd not 
lie: and yet we find ſhe rebelld againſt 
this evidence. Whereas had ſhe been un-. 
der ſuch a neceſſity of bowing before the light 
and Majeſty of Evidence, the wou'd not in 
All likelihood have sd as ſhe did; 
and then he had not now been falling 
down thus proſtrate t to Jr and 
Errour. 5 * 


* hat which ſhews the ridiculous of 
theſe two Princi 2 is, that upon them 
we can never eve any thing that 
is to e though i it were the” next . 
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che conſent oy of ber Will ont Wa” Gegen 
of her Underſtanding. But on ſecond thoughts you 
will find, this is no other than to disbelieve the 
Fs of the J fory, which. records _ falſe Fer- , 
wafion of her Underſtanding as temptation 

which prevail'd upon her; for. the gonſent of her 


bjection from that Saying 


of God's, In hs «ay 
that thou eateft thereof th 


uu ſhalt ſurely 4. 
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hour. For though we underſtand the 
meaning of the Words, and that the Pro- 


Pbecy be concerning any of the moſt fa- 


miliar Objects of Senle and Reaſon, ſo that 
you have the cleareſt Knowledge of the 


ority to be a ground of Perſwaſion, you 
can Ved pie bach of the N la. 
tion; for no Man can have any know- 
ledge. or Evidence of this till the thing 
comes to paſs. So that as to the truth o 

the Relation, there is nothing left to be 
the ground of aſſent, but the Veracity or 
Authority of ſome Perſon or another. And 


5 


thing forerold : yet unleſs you will allow 
Aut 


thus he utterly deſtroys the Faith» of all 


Prophecies ; for though they may be true, 


yet we can never believe them ſo, till 


the relation is evident to us; and this'can 
never be evident to us, till the things 
actually come to pſ5; So that this is a 


ſhort Way of deſtroying the credit of every 


thing in the Goſpel, which for the moſt 
part ſpeaks of things to come, 
ace oo ery xr 2 mgm 8 
I faid before, that in Divine Propoſiti- 
ons Evidence was a ground of Perſwaſi- 
on in reſpect of the Relation it ſelſ, or att 


" Revelation ; aud here I ſay that in re- 


ect of che very | ame, Authority 1s 3 
ground of Perſwaſong They are both 
Tue; ue theredee tod make this whole 


e 
—— 


Diſcourſe more clear; and prevent all 
+ = | miſtakes 
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miſtakes as far as Lan ble, I ſhall once 
for all; ſhew the. difference between Di- 
vine and Humane Revelations in reſpect of 
thoſe three things, which I ſaid were to 
be conſider d in N Revelation. ** 


1. 4. to the meaning of the Wards, Di- 
vine and Humane Revelations are upon 
equal terms. They muſt be both intelli- 
ge, alike, and thus far Evidence or 


owledge is the only ground of Per- 
ſwaſion 1 in each of chem.” — 95 


2. As tothe ſubſtance: f the thing reveal d. 
In m Galle 7 loth agree in this 
too, viz. That they are equally intelligible ; 
for ſome of the Revelations of G , aro 
concerning things as knowable by us, 
the 8 Phenomena of Nature. - "Ie 
in reſpect of a reveal'd Myſtery, Divine 
and Humane Revelations are directly op- 
poſite ; for the Subſtanee of the thing in- 
tended by the revelation, in one muſt 
be always intelligible, ac in __ one 
it is tota y obſcurU. © „ Ada be 


4 FP: 70 the truth of th 3 


or the very af of Revelation, chere is this 


difference; that in all Humane Revelati- ' 


Ons Authori is the ground of Per- 
ſwaſſon; Veauaſs no 2 Man can giye 


* proof which ſhall amount to more 
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pon Evidence 
"I Upon Evidence; as 
2 it is confirmed by Teſtimo- 
nies which are certain and Malie, as 


Prophecy, or Miracles, &c. Which can 


come from none but God, and there - 


fore create a degree of Knowledge be- 


- yond what is poffible to be had of any 


relation meerly Humane. 2dly, Upon 
Authority, as is Knowledge 1 is not di- 
rectly of the thing it ſelf, and therefore 
that we do — the truth of it by 


any direct or immediate intuition. So that 


theſe Teſtimonies are only to convince 
us that the Revelation comes from God, 
and then we give our aſſent to che 
a of them purely upon the account 


©, Ths 2 * third Ds 02 of his 


„ Divise 1 Mas worker dl, Fl 


eee, (i. e.) You muſt 
— es 


Divine Propoſitions as well as Humane ; 


for as for unintelligible Relations, we can 


no more believe them from the Revelation of 


God, than from that of Man, A very ſub- 
til piece of -Logick indeed, if he had de- 
dend no mere dan die ſpoke. But he 
hath a-farther drift in it; he knew it 
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meaning of the Words in p. 42. 
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was not every Reader wou d diſtinguiſh 
between the Senſe aud Meaning of the Pro- 
poſition, which we grant muſt be equally 
clear and perſpicuous in both, in order 
to an aſſent ; and, The reality ani exiſtbvice 


| of tbe thing, and truth of the Revelation, 


in reſpe& of which, the Revelations of 
God always carry a greater degree of 
Perſpicuity ; becauſe of that Evidence 
in the Mind occaſion'd by ſuch proofs 
which it is impoſſible for Man to give. 
What I ſpoke of this before, I levelld at 
his deſign rather than his words, as I 
am forc'd to do in ſeveral other inſtan- 


Ces. 5 


But he will ſay perhaps, theſe proofs 
may make the Revelation more certain, 
but not more clear. I grant they don't 
explain the words of it. But tis plain 
the Proofs make the Revelation never 
the more true or certain in it ſelf: But it 
is in reſpect of us they make it more cer- 
tain. And to make a Revelation more 


certain in reſpect of us, is to make it more 


clear; and that is to add a greater degtee 
of Penſpieiiy do t.. 


4. We' can give our affems 10 nothing, bat 
what we have clear and diſtinct Idea's of? 
(i. e.) We can believe nothing but what 


we have the immediate perception of 


Senſe 


Do ©. 


0.0 80 
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Senſe, or Demonſtration for, or know by 
direct and immediate Intuition. 


Such ſtuff as this he lays down for Lo- 


gick, and if you will argue with him, it 


muſt be in his own Method, and upon 
his own ron and then to be ture 
he will be too hard for you. But if you 
put him out of his Biaſs, and keep him to 
plain undiſguis d Reaſon, and the receiv d 
rules of Arguing, you ſpoil bim quite. 


Now by this time who ſo blind as not 
to ſee? That the deſign of this Book is 
To frike at the Root and Foundation of all 
reveal Religion. And now I have thus 
brought this Man out of the Clouds; I 


neednot _ much time in ſtrĩpping him 


of his diſguiſe; for the inferences he 


wou'd hav e make from theſe Prin- 
O glaring and open, that every 


e 
ciples, are 
body may ſee them. If Authority be no 


ground of Perſwaſion, then we muſt not | 


believe the truth of any Revelation or Pro- 
phecy. And if we mutt give our aſſent 
to nothing, but what we have clear and 
diſtinct Idea's of, then farewel all Religi- 
on both natural and reveal d. For we 
know all Religion natural and reveal d is 
founded upon the belief of 4 Deity, of the 


and Prniſhments in another World ; but it 
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Immortality of the Soul, and of Rewards 
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for us aw to have as clear 

and diſtin Ideas of theſe, as we have 
of a Stock or a Stone; but we infer theſe 
truths only from thoſe. Whereof 
we have clear and diſtinct Ideas; and 
therefore upon his OOO we muff 
utterly reject them all. 


And then ſince by clear and diſtin 
1 Ideas he means, As yo _ noti- 
. on at we bave even Objects, in 
3 exc e al — ent Gag 
to the reali exiftence Of ev 
in the Goſpel that reſpects 1 
World ; and rejects all thoſe Aerbods of 
our - Salvation, which are ſpoke of in 
25 Bible, as 1⁰ _ Dreams. and Ficti- 
ons. Thus we muſt disbelieve the Reſur- 
recti and Change of our Bodies; the 
Happineſs of the bleſt in Heaven ; the 
Incarnation and Divi of the Son; the 
Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead; the 
Operations of the Holy Goff, &c. nay, the 
whole Chriſtian Religion : Becauſe,” as I 
have ſufficiently ſhewn, we have not ſuch 
clear and diſtinct Idee of theſe things, 
as we have of the WOT Phenomena 
of nature. 
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- He 8000 not op 2 7 "Ro 
ore We well conclude 

drift. But zur he did not OE 55 
ſame time, that this wou d 8 


aſſent to the very Being 30 Ooh 
though I am fully We 1 15 
Print however 1 can think Yo 
is arriv'd to that height © 7 e ye 
of him, as he has of a Stock or a br 

As for his ſecond Section. ris "at Sed. ik 
levelld at the Doctrine of the 12 
though r be the ig 


the moſt inveterate Enemy. * whe d 
Religion, that 17 e appe ard in 

as to deny the exiſtence, of God : 
he has not as clear and diſtin | 5 

reign to the matter; and all 5 ſh 
about ſeeming contradictions „ p 

he makes uſe of. And he proceeds u 

the ſame fundamental "Error he. 8 


| hitherto done, That we can believe no- 


thing but what we have a ar d di. 
ting Idea of. s FE OL 


We ay as welt as he, That rhete 162 b. 251 
thing contrary to Reaſon in the Goſpel. © at P. 26. 
there is no contradiftion in any Paint , Po- 


90% r. 46 


rnd $4 $773 4 8 ** 0 n 


nal and Se ke eligion, Which are 1 
* in this e 


things he inſt 
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eat WAY, about . to prove very 
au And therefore what can he 


mean by 5 unleſs it be to make unthink- 
ing People 1 1 we deny all this. If 
he hath an to object againſt our 
Dodrine of 1 the i; Lange of England or Ire- 
Lend 15 let him fpeak plainly : Ni nothing 
is more vile and diſingenuous, than for a 
Shar © foes ſpeak thus intiſtinaly and con- 
Ae and talk all N the Ke he | 
efi to make People us gui 
of Wos ſe errors we delt and abhor. i 
E has any controverſie with us, let him 
deat honeffly, and inſtance in any one 
point of Doctrine we believe or teach, 
that is contrary , to Reaſon or Seripture; 
an make it out as plainly, as I have 
done his Principles to be ſach. If not, 
let him own he had no other deſign but 
to expoſe the "Chriſtian Religion, and its 
Teachers; and gratifie the Rancous, of 4 
: of People, Who becauſe of their 
tewd and debadch d lives, muſt naturall 
hate chat Inſtitution, Which they ſhall 
one day be condemn'd by; and which 


promiſes pen nothing © but Danmation in 
another World, © 


os his Book whichy goes ade lis name, 
is exackly calculated for them; there is 
a little ſuperficial ſhew of Learnifis to 
make f it laude, but not one inſtance 


111 


9 


in all the Book ”m cats Reaſos or 2 
ment. Let him ſhew me When dne 
link of my Reaſoning fails, and 1 will 
make it up again ſo” firm, char he ſhall 
never be able to undo it. - Whereas all 
His whole Diſcourſe is a mere Nope F Sand; 
many bold and falſe + 9 
— ns, and ſeveral N 4 
= D the queſtion, hudled | > te 
0 bo ch up 2 Book; and 
ah ons who © hive juſt Logick 


enou th t to 1 Fe upon b . 
but! nor to ſee through x it. . p 


Now after this long grellen En two jo Seb II. 
Seftions, in his third and laſt Sedtion he | 
comes at length to the matter in dif 

but with what ſucceſs we ſhall [cen 


Here he begins to ſtate che queſtion P. 66. 
Again, and fays, a Doctrine above Reaſon, or 


Myſte 3 one of thele two thin 
kite a | * 


2 


1.57 thing imelli 5 5 „ 3a £ but ebe p. ib. 
ver i with ſuch a 2 that Reaſon cum not 


penetrate to ſee what i: under it, till it be 
remou'd. RA | 


eaten I, 


Which definition FO perfealy e | 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel ; for they 


are all things intelligible in themſebues, but 
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underſtandings in this life, © 


in this life /o-obſcur'd from us by this Veil 
of fleſh and blood, that with our ſtrong- 
eſt Imagination and cloſeſt Reaſonings, 
pe cant ate into the true nature of 
them, till this Veil be remou d; and then 
we ſhall ſee them clearly. Now this is 
not the definition that he quarrels with; 
andif he will admit of this little enlarge- 
ment of it, we are both agreed. But the 
definition he finds fault with, is this. 


2 A Myſtery 114 thing of its om na- 
ture unconcei vnble, and not to be judgd of 
by our ordinary Faculties and Idea s, though 


it be never ſo clearly reveal d. 


 Inever met with any one Sentence ſo 
fraught with abſurdity as this is. For, 


1. I ſignifies a thing in its own nature 


Anconceivable, this is a down-right falſity. 


For every Myſtery is in its own nature 
conceivable ; the more truth any thi 

hath in it, the more conceivable it is in it 
ſelf; the Myſteries of Chriſtjanity are the 


Eternal Truths of God, and therefore they 
are in themſelves conceivable. But it 15 


in reſpect of us that they are not ſo, becauſe 
of the frail and limited condition of. our 
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„ al of ty on i 
Faculties and ide s, though it be clear 


reveal d. Now for à thing to be. clearly 
reveal d to a Man, and yet — ſame Man 


know nothing of it (which is his ſenſe of 


the words, and which he would faſten 
upon us) is a perfect contradittion. © For 
it is no other than ſaying, that rhe ſame 
Aan may, and may not know the ſame thim 
at the ſame time. He can never come © 
by faying that a thing may be clearly 
— and yet the Perſon may have 
no ability to apprehend any thing of 
it; for all Revelation ſuppoſes a capacity 
in the Perſon to whom it is e, to 
apprehend ſomething of it: and there- 
fore tis nonſenſe to ſay, that any thing cam 


be clearly reveal d to a Horſe, or a rock, ora 


Stonę. 


3. Beſides it is abſolutely falſe, that ont 
Myſteries of cur Religion are not to be judg d 
of, by our ordinary Faculties and Idea 5. 
It hath already appear'd' that as to the 
thing ſignified and intended in the Reve- 


lation, we have no Idea, nor faculty to. 


judge of it as it is in it ſelf. But as to all 
thoſe means, whereby God hath . diſco- 
yerd the reality and exiſtence of thoſe 
things to us, we may judge of them al 
&y our ordinary Faculties and Idea s. And 
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to make this plain, let us inſtance in the 
ſ⸗ ame Myſtery of the Reſurrection. 


Our Bodies ſown in Corruption, ſhall be 
rais d in Incorruption. | 


This is one of the reveal'd Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, and yet we are to judge 
of it by our ordinary Faculties and 
Idea's. For, we have Idea's in our heads 
of what a body it; what it is to be ſown 
or laid in the ground; what it is to be rais'd ; 
and what it is for a body to be improv d 
when it is ſo. | Beſides, our Faculties of Un- 
derſtanding are imploy'd in confidering 
thoſe many arguments which prove the 
truth of this Myſtery ; and therefore 
tis plain that by our Faculties and Idea, 
we can judge of that part of it which is 
knowable by us. But he will fay, we - 
can't judge of that part of it which is 
totally obſcur'd from us, and therefore 
ſo far it is no part of our Faith, and we 
are wholly unconcern'd in it. But on 
the contrary, we are bound by expreſs 
words of Scripture, to believe that this 
Improvement will be very great, as in 
3 1 John 3. 2. We know not yet what we 
„ ſhall be, but we know that when he ſhall ap- 
pear we ſhall be Iike him. Here we are bound 
to believe that we ſhall be like Chriſt tho 
p A 5 55 7 Sf [60 e 8 


; 2 , we 
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we know nog what chis 1 We 
wherein it Will conſiſt. 


4 On this ſuppoſition, that a * 
in its own nature unconceivable, how i i 
poſſible for it to be reveal'd ? This is 
another flat Contradiffion e Parte Rei, as 
the firſt was ex Parte Hominis. A thin 
is in its own nature unconceivable, 
yet it may be ręveal d (i, e.) the ſame thing 
may, a and 1 may not be reveal d. 


5. He makes a thing's being in its — | 


nature unconceivable, and not to be perceiv d 
by our ordinary Faculties and Idea's, to ſig: 


nifie the ſame thing ; whereas they are 


juſt as different as Light and Darkneſs. 
Though our capacities are now dark and 
ſhallow, yet they will hereafter be im- 
— 'd and enlargd; and then we ſhall 

ve extraordinary Ideas to repreſent to 


us what we have no notion of now x41 


And then the thing will be no w 


conceivable either in Fi ſes, 0 or in re 
of us. 


Theſe are not all the abſurdities in 


this ſentence ;. and yet it is the very 
Monſter this, K night-errant ſets up for him- 
ſelf to engage with. It is the ſpurious 
eff ſpring of his own brain, and yet he 
fachers it it upon us, by introducing i 
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with this expreſſion; It 4s made to fionifte, 
&c. But it was never made to ſigniſie 
this by any beſides himſelf. I ſnou d 


| have read the Goſpel a million of times over 


before this deſenition of a Myſtery wou' have 
— into hr grow Here — hath made 
his own words good; That Contradiction 
and Myſtery are two emphatical ways of ſay- 
ing nothing; He lays down this abſurd 
definition of a Myſtery, and then ſets 
himſelf with a great deal of Solemnity 
to encounter it, which is in truth no o- 
ther than for a Man to put himſelf into 
a ridiculous anticł poſture, and then quar- 

rel with his ſhadow for it. 


It is hard to tell how to proceed with 
this Man, he has been running awa 
from the Queſtion ever ſince he began: ; 
and now that he put us in hopes of com- 
ing to it again, you ſee how groſsly we 
are. diſappointed. I wou'd with all my 
heart ſtick by the firſt definition of a 
Myſtery. which with a little addition 
I allow to be very good. | 


: of Chriſtian Myſtery 1 4 Divine 'Fruth 


wuelligible af it ſelf, but ſo cover d und ob- 


ſcur d from us now in this life, that Reaſou 
cant penetrate the Veil 10 ſee what's i,. 
Aero it, gill this Veil be remov'd in another 
fifeby the glorification of our Bodies. ” 1 4 


4 
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him confute this definition if he can, for 
I will never fall out with him about the 
other; he ſhall have it all to himſelf; 
tis his on Creature, let him be as ſevere 
upon it as he pleaſes. But becauſe he 
has ſo blindly miſtook the matter, I 
muſt tell him once more what it is he is 
to prove, if he has any controverſie with 
us in this point. He is to prove theſe 
ewo things. he f 


I. That there is nothing reveal d to us in 
the Goſpel but what we have clear and diftintt 
Ideas of, (i. e.) either a full comprehen- 
five knowledge of, or as clear and diftin& 
notions as we have of any ordinary Ob- 
jeR in nature, And, | 


2. That we are not obliged by Scripture, to 
believe that there 1s any thing intended in 
ſome points reveal d, beyond what we are now 
able thus to comprehend. eee 


Theſe are the things which lay upon 
n to prove, it he wou d have ſpoke to 
che purpoſe. 8 Ns 

It is impoſlible that any Man ſhou'd 
argue cloſely, who miſtakes the Queſti- 
on as he does. however, I ſhall conſider 
what there is in the reſt of his Book 


chat looky like reaſoning. He does not 


pro- 
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proceed to proof yet, but runs upon 
another Digreſſion, to tell us the ſigni- 
fication of the word Myſtery, ani parti» 
cularly what it ſigniſiy d among the G. 
tiles. But what is this to us? It ſignifies 
quite another thing among the Chriſtians. 
But he ſays not; for in the New Teftament 
Myſtery is always usd in the firſt | ſenſe of 
the word, or that of the Gentiles, Viz. 


For | things naturally very intelligible, but 
ſo covered by figurative Words, or Rites, that 
Reaſon. canld not diſcover them wit bout 


ſpecial Revelation, This is the deſcripti- 


on which he 155 both of the Gentile 
and Chriſtian Myſteries in common. 


But taking a Chriſtian Myſtery even 
in his own ſenſe, (i. e.) As it was in- 
voly'd in Fewiſh Types and Ceremonies ; yet 
they differ very much from thoſe My- | 
ſteries of the Gentiles. For, 


1. The Chriſtian Myſteries were not 
diſcoverable but by the ſpecial Revelation 
of God, whereas thoſe of the Gentiles 


were diſcoverable by the Revelation of a 


* 


2. Beſides, tis abſolutely falſe that the 
things involv'd in the Jewiſh Types were 
in their own Nature very intelligibles. A = 
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4 they were all of ſuch a Nature, that Men 
cod Bever have arrivd to the leaft de- 

. e of knowledge concerning them by 

Fs: renal of Reafon; whereas there was 

4 nothing in the -Heathen "Myſteries but 
R what was in it ſelf very obvious to Ret- 

f ſon. Views, is” Tt bs 2 


3. The matters contain d in the Jewiſh 
Myſteries and the things intended by 
chem, were fuch.as concern d the Eternal 
of ſalvation of Mens Souls, whereas the things 
* contain'd in thoſe of the Heathen were 
> to a quite contrary purpoſe, in order 
8 to Idolatty, and many other groſs fins. 

And it is not without very good reaſon 
I take notice of this difference here; for 
n though it doth not hit this deſcription of 


A his immediately, becauſe he may 'per- 
haps ſay, thoſe were thought to be the con- 
> cernment of Souls too: yet it is levell'd at 
the main deſign of his Books, which 
£ by this time no Man can be ignorant 
of. KS 2 58” 468 
J pps pt „ 
8 4. The things contain d in the Jewiſh 
1 Myſteries, - the Prieſts themſelves were ig- 
norant of; whereas the Heathen Priefts 
2 for the moſt part brew the bottom of theirs, 
4 and coriceal'd them induſtriouſly from | 4 
3 the People. And this is what he wou'd k 
s | infinmare of all Chriſtian Pre, 6. 
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That we fully comprehend the meaning 
of all theſe things our ſelves, and m 
them upon the People for \Miylteries. 
Which: is the occaſion of thoſe virulent 
expreſſions of his in this Chapter, Tbat 
through Ignorance or Paſſion we maintain, what 
was introduc d by the craft or ſuperſtition of our 
fore-fathers, And calls it a Gainful Opini- 
on ; 2s if the only deſign of Chriſtian 
Myſteries, were to bring in Money to 
the Priefts. He calls Chriſtianity as it 
is now receivd an Implicite Conftitution ; 
and ſays the Venerable Teachers play at this 
. fmall game to amuſe the People. But he, 
like a ſharp inquiſitive Man it ſeems, has 
found out our Myſteries, and is reſolv'd 
in his next Book to diſcover them all, 
and lay us open to the World, like Hea- 
then Prieſts as he makes us. | 


And now I come to his ſecond Chapter 
of the third Section, where | there is che 
firſt appearance of any thing like a rea- 
ſon; there is but one argument in all 
that Chapter, and indeed in all the Boot; 
and becauſe he delivers it confus dly, I 
will reduce it to form, and then we-ſhall 
ſee clearly what force there is in it. And 
if he thinks I dont do him juſtice let 
him manage it better for himſelf if he 
can, The whole ſtrength of his arguing 
FO this, * ine e 
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agent or cher end died Thews 
| 2 reveal d in the Goſpel, as 2 
thing in Notre, then there are 
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every thing reveal d in the Goſpel, at have 


of any * in Nature 2 Therefore, 22 
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If we bave as clear and; diſtin. 1 s of P. 8. 


God and Eternity, as we bade of any thi 
in nature, then we have.a; clear „ Ain 


Ideas of every thing revealed in the Goſpel, 
as we have of any thing in Nature. 2 


But e have as char and diſtin Idea: 
of God aad Eternity, as we 1 4 joy 
rhing in Nature. A 1 f 


Nom do bi deny; this Minor, and he 
— ou off to another Book for the 
of it, and this is the whole ſub- 
Dama "of his reaſoning here. But. to 
b. by the Impiery and Fropbaneneſi of that 
aying of his, That the Divine Being it lelf 
1 not more Myſterious than the moſt. — 
* his Crearures;1 will give him a reaſon 


why 
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| why it is impoſſible 'for hi 


m ever 
prove what he pretends. And 

cauſe even "moſt gloriom 0 
Creatures are finite and limited 


Hl 
the nature of God is I»finite ;z*and Mere. 
fore even when we come to Heaven, he 
will be myſteriout to us in à more pro- 
per ſenſe than any thing elſe, beenuſewe 
ſhall not even then have as full and com- 
prehenſive a knowledge of him, as we 


ſhall have of the greateſt of his Creatures. 


6 
That which he builds upon, is this, 
That nothing can be ſaid to be a Myſtery, 
becauſe wet have not am adequate Idea of it, 
and a diſtin view of all its properties at 
once. But who ever ſaid that the My- 


ſteries of the Goſpel were ſuch only for 


this reafon ? I grant him if -this were 


all, then as he fays, every thing in na- 
ture wou'd be a myſtery, for we have 


not a full and perfect knowledge of any 


thing. The true reaſon why dur Chri- 


{tian Myſteries are ſuch in a more pecu- 
Har and proper ſenſe, is, becauſe the 
Idea's we have of them are more imper- 


fect and leſs adequate, than thoſe w 


have of the ordinary Pbænomena of Na- 
ture. This is the point in differente 
between us, Whether we babe 2 pe 
and comprehenſive 4 knowledge — 
thing reveal d in the Goſpel, e 


e or e 2 
7 oy thing in — This is 1 


'0 

s, „and we deny; and for proof, 
15 as 1 faid before, he refers us to ano- 
as ther Book in reverſion. Here he only 
e. affirms it boldly, and inſtead of proving 
ne 

O- 

ve 
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that our motions 7 theſe divine things are 
as * 


as" the 3 we have 
of le Objetts ; > he ſpends this 
n whole Chapeer in proving by fe _ 
ve inſtances ; as, of Table 
3 of Rain, and - 2 drop ot: Wi 
* _ we have not — ade- 
; — dea of any thing. t Why 
by does he thus beat the Air? who: ever 
17 deny d it? and yet this _ 
3 
I thought, is the only af ace of an 
lv. Argument through his 5 it Was 
855 for this only the whole was wrote, 
and the only eil he has ſhewn in it, 
is in beating up fo little Senſe, into 
all this Froth, W » 


Now berate ces is no Pref 10 
there can be no farther Anſwer: How⸗ 
ever, ſince he hath order d the matter fo 
as to make it look like Reaſoning, to a- 
muſe the Minds of unthinking People, 
I 2 ſhew the difference between 
8 reveald to us in the Go- 

pel; the uſual Phenomena of na- 
ture" with reſpect to the meaſures PY our 


knowlgage, And therefore, 
1. Though 


— — 


190 1 we ſhou'd, grant what 
is abſolutely - falſe and What he was 
to have given ſome proof for 3 if he 
had been able,  :hat the thing: reveal d 
in the Goſpel, aud the ordinary Objects of 
our Senſes, were upon the ſame. as t 
our Knowled te, that we are , equally. ig- 
norant of both, and comprehend th 1 
Alike; yet his Inference wou'd not fol- 
low from hence, viz. That | the things 
reveald in the Goſpel, are not Myſteries, 
in 4 more proper ſenſe. than 4 Spire 
Graſs, 4 Stock or Stone. For thou 
we are equally ignorant of two 
yer there may be much more behind to 

known. in one than in the other; 
and therefore upon this ſcore, may 


much more a calld a My- 
ſtery. For certainly t be 598 we kacw 
as much of God mow as we. F. 
a Stock or Stone, yet ſure he will 

low there is infinitely more oF. to be 
known in that Fountain of all Per- 
fection, that rich Treaſure of Wil- 
dom, which is. ſo far from being com- 


prehended now, that he het never 1 
exhauſted to all eternity. IN 


We. may ſay the "NG of all Ty 
ther Myſteries of dee thoug 
we Hou d grant our Ideas .of, ow 

oy were 
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were as perfect, and that we knew as 
much of them now as we do of any 
thing in nature, yet becauſe they are int. 
nitely more excellent in themſelves; and 
that there is much more behind to be 
known in them, yet they wou d deſerve 
the name of Myſteries in a much more 
proper ſenſe than any thing in nature. 
E 2 if we add that "oy are not 
only el 


* 
N * 


more excellent in themſelves, but 
they are of much greater concernment to 
us, as they relate to the ſalvation of our 
Souls, and our well-being for ever in 
another World: Which makes them de- 
ſerve more regard, and conſequently 4 
better name if we have it to give them. 


Wherefore we may well wonder 
what end any Man cou'd have in ſtart- 
ing ſuch a motion as this is, unlefs it 
were to vilifie and debaſe the Doctrine: 
of the Goſpel; and cunningly to leſſen 
all reveal d { Religion, and its Teachers in 
the opinion of Men, as if they alrea- 
dy had too great thoughts of God and 


his Revelations. 


2. But there is a yet greater difference 
than this; for the things reveal'd in the 
Goſpel, as to that part of them which 
makes them Myſterious, are ſuch as e- 
ceed our preſent Capacities: of Knowledge; 

FE. G wWhere- 


a . — 
88 N * 
5 N 1 
OY * 28 ) 
* * 
9 » * i — 
4 * * 
TY 2 1 ” * 
E 9 
+ . 


— r 


94 An Anſwer\t0 a Book Entituled, 


— St — 


whereas all the things of Nature fall 
within their Sphere, and are in them- 
ſelves immediate and proper _ of 
our Senſe and Reaſon, Though many 
of them are ſuch that we neither do, 
nor ever can actually know any thing of 
them. And to lay this difference open to 
all, we muſt conſider that this of being a- 
boyve Reaſon is an æquivocal expreſſion, 
and ſignifies two very different things. 


1. It ſignifies 4 thing which does not ex- 
ceed our powers of underſtanding ; but is con- 
ceal'd from us, and lies out of our reach, 
by ſome accidental impediment or obſtru- 
tion, which it is impoſſible for us to re- 
move. And in this Senſe it is above our 
Reaſon to know certainly, what it at the 
the center of the Earth; or whether there 
be any Inhabitants in Saturn, or of what 
ipecies they are; what are the true mo- 
tions of the Heavenly Bodies, and what 
order they. obſerve among themſelves ; and 
the different configuration of the little parts 
of matter, & c. That which makes theſe 
things above our Reaſon, is not an 
thing eſſential to them, but ſomething 
accidental, And therefore we find our 
knowledge very much improv'd, and 
promoted by the help of Glaſſes, which 
diſcover things that by reaſon of their 
ſmalneſs, and diſtance, Were not per- 


cep- 


preſent Capacities, and is no proper object of 
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ceptible by the naked eye, nor centdialyt 
— by Reaſon, So thag rwe 
may ſay, many things were age 
our Reaſon before theſe helps were 
found out, which are not ſo now; ani 
if theſe helps could be carried on and im- 
proved to that degree, as to lay open to 
our view the ſmalleſt parts of matter, 
and at the greateſt ce: or that & 
rational account were given us of 4ll the 
Phenomena in Nature, by any intelligent 
Being ſuperiour to ours, we ſhould appre- 
hend it diſtinctly and perfectly, and then 
nothing in nature wou'd be above our 
Reaſon, | 


= 


2. To be above our Reaſon ſignifies; 


A thing which in its own nature exceeds our 


thoſe faculties of knowledge which we are now 
endued withal. And in this Senſe the na- 
ture of God is more properly above our 
Reaſon than a Stock or a Stone; Eternity 
than Time; A Spirit, than a Body; the 
Joys of Heaven; than Senſual Pierer g 
the eternal Generation of the Son, than 
the ordinary Procreation of Man; the ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit, than the nou- 


riſhment of our Bodies, &. There is as 


yet no proportion between theſe Objetts 
and our Faculties of Knowledge; our in- 
tellectual Powers are not yet form d ws 
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ſo adapted for them, as they are for thoſe 
things in Nature, which are the proper 
objects of our Senſe and Reaſon now. 
So that it is a more improper way of 
ſpeaking, to ſay that theſe things ſhould be 
clearly reveal d to us now, as they are in them- 
ſelves; than to ſay, that a nice point in Di- 
vinity or Phi op » ſhould be clearly explain'd 
zo an Infant. They are indeed plainly re- 
veald to us as to their reality and 
exiſtence, but not clearly as to the true 
nature of the/ things. Nothing in the 
World is more evident, than that ſuch 
things are reveal'd to us; but what or 
how they are in themſelves, is impoſſible 
for us to comprehend. And this is what 
the Apoſtle means by that Saying, that 
1 Cor. 2, Eye has not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have 
9. entred into the heart of man the things which 

God bath laid up for them that love him. 

Which Words, though by the Context 

they are more immediately fpoke of 

things paſt, and then reveal'd in part ; 

yet they have a farther reference to the 


full completion of all theſe things in ano- 
ther World. | 


I ſhall make this whole matter plain 
by an Inſtance. A Perſon who was born 
blind knows as little of the Sun as he 
does of the real nature of God; he feels the 
beat and-warmth of it; he is cheriſh'd by it, 

| and 
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and lives, and thrives by the ſecret. in- 
fluence” of it; but he neither knows 
here, nor what it is: and if he had 
been ever told that all this was the 
immediate. act of God, he wou'd have 
thought ſo; for he knows nothing 
of the Sun beſides the name. Now 
upon this Author's Principles, the 
nature of the Sun, and the nature 
of God are both equally a My- 
to this Blind Man. That he is equal- 
ly ignorant of the true nature of both, 
I grant; however they are not equally 
A4 Myſtery to him. And that this 
may appear, let us ſuppoſe this Mans 
Eyes were opened; then he wou'd ſee 
clearly that the Sun is a large, round, 
lucid Body in the Firmament : but he 
wou'd be hereby enabled to know no- 
thing more of the true nature of God 
than he did before. And why? be- 
cauſe this is beyond the reach of all his 
natural powers of Knowledge; and if all 


— — 


his Senſes were improwvd to be a thou- 


ſand times nicer than they are, though 
he wou d ſee much deeper into the na- 
tute of all things here, yet the nr 
ture of God, and the thing related to an- 
other Life, wou'd lie as much out of 
his reach as ever; he wou'd even then 
know as little of the Glory of God as 
that Man did of the Sun before his Eyes 
you G 3 Were 


\ 
— 


. 


An. Anjwor r 't0 4 Book — 


Nn S 


were opened. For Light it - ſelf is 
but a Meraphor, adaped to our groſs Ca- 
pacities to ſigniſie the Glory of God, 
which we are told in the Revelations, is 
to be inſtead of light 1 in Heaven. 


But becauſe this is an Inſtance only of 
a ſenſible Object, let us take another of 
Reaſon, Let us ſuppoſe and i literate Per- 
ſon, who never heard of Chriſtianity, or 


the Mathematicks, is equally ignorant of 
_ two Propoſitions. 


The three Angles of a Trian * are equal 
15 0% Right ones, And this; 


We ſhall be ib in the likens of Chrif, 


e two Propoſition this Derider of 
veal'd Truths will ſay, are alike 


—— to this Man. Thereas the 


contrary will evidently appear if we but 
take this Man and teach him Mathema- 
gicks, then he ſhall perfectly apprehend 
all that is to be known of that demon- 
ſtration, and how it is impoſſible it ſhou'd 

be otherwiſe. Bur teach him the Ciel 
and make him as learned as he is capa- 
ble in the Chriſtian Religion, he ſhall 
know nothing more of that Propoſition 
(though he ſhall be : better convincd'sf 
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ing. And why ? becauſe the one was a 
truth in naturè within the ſphere of his 
intellectual powers; the other is ſuperna- 
tural and he can never have any notion 
of the manner of it, till he has new Fa- 
culties or thoſe he already hath are great- 


we compare ſome of the Myſteries of 
our Religion with thoſe things in Na- 
ture, which bear the greateſt Aua 
with them, -atid- by - which they are re- 
preſented to us in the Scriptures, - - 


If we ſay a Son is like his Father, we 
immediately conceive in our Minds the 
fame Stature, Countenance, - | Lineaments 
and Complexion ; or the ſame Humour, Dif 
Poſition, natural parts and Inclinations, &C. 
ſo that we very well apprehend wherein 


we ſhall riſe in the likeneſs of Chriſt, here 
we _ and our Thoughts can reach no 
fart er. : £7 124 4D Qt 


Again, when we ſay one Man is the 
2. Sen of another, we apprehend very 
al well the manner of natural procreation, 
and how it is he came to be his Father. 
But when wWe ſay, Chriſt is the Son of God 
by an Eternal 2 we know nothing 
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the likeneſs conſiſts. But when we ſay 
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But this matter will clear up farther, i 
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blk the manner of one Spirit's producing 
another; nor can we tell how he came to 
be born of a Virgin without the concur- 
rence of a Man. | 


When we ſay the Spirit of God hath 
a real influence upon ours in the operation 
of Grace, we know much leſs of the man- 
ner of it, than we do of one Body's mo- 
ving another by contract: and we know 
the Food we eat nouriſheth us by under- 
going ſeveral] alterations, and then being 
converted into the ſubſtance of our Bo- 
dies ; but we can't know thus much of 
the manner how Grace adminiſters 
ſtrength and comfort to our Souls. 


and ſucceſſive, and we can meaſure it in 
certain proportions by the motions of the 
! Heavenly Bodies, But as for Eternity, for 
. Want of a clear Idea we frame a notion | 

3 of it from time; and thus by a limited 
thought we do little leſs than deſtroy its 
Being. For as for ſaying it is a perpetual 
Now, though it be the prettieſt thought 
we have of it, yet if we attend to this, 
we ſhall find, we ſay nothing more than 
that the ſame Inſtant ſhall remain for 
ever; : and thus attribute that ſucceſſion 
to one Inſtant of time abſtractedly can: 


jdersd, which we ns d to attribute to 
| things 
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6 Again we know of time that it is finite 
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things which exiſt in it. And thierefore 
it is as groſs a deſcription of Eternity, as 
a flying Boy is of an Angel. 


And yet itis very pleaſant to hear how 
this Man talks of it. It is no more above 
our Reaſon becauſe we can't apprehend 
it, than a Circle is becauſe we may. But 
why? becauſe. Reafon goes as far as it 
can in both. The Circle is to be ima- 
gin d, but Eternity is not eſſentially ima- 
ginable; if it were, Reaſon would have 
it as well as the Circle, yes that it wou'd : 


but you wou d not have Reaſon to ima- 


gine any thing that is not to be ima- 
gined: And yet but a few lines after he 
will make us imagine it in his- next Book 
as perfectly as that 3 and 2 make 5. But 
this is a ſtrange Circle in arguing, to prove 


that Eternity is not above our Reaſon, becauſe 


it is, And you ſee the cauſe of this blun- 


Bnagination, one of the beſt diſtintions 


we are beholding to the möderm Logi- 
cians for. Tis plain there are many 
things we have Ideas of, which we are 
not able to imagine, and Eternity is one 
of them. And: becaufe 'we cat frame 
any imagination of it; it doth not fol- 
low that we can't apprehend it at all, for 
Reaſon can frame an Idea of it as it doth 
pt the other things of another life (i. e.) 


by 


bh - 
* 7 


* 


1 


* 


1 


L 


13 


6 * 


O2 


„ 


9 n * 
: W } 1 : 
- 
. 


An Anſwer to 4 Book Entituled, 


ng 


by Analogy and for this reaſon it is more a 
Myſtery than a Circle, which we perfect- 
ly imagine. 1 10 E 


Once more, though the Eſſence of mat- 
ters lies: hid from us, as well as that of a 
Spirit, yet we know. much more of its 
properties, as that it hath Gravity, Ex- 
tenſion, Solidity, I ability, Diviſi- 
bility ;38nd this Table on which I write, 
though I can't actually divide it into infi- 
nite parts, yet I can carry it on in my 
— 4 — ———— it diviſible. Now 
theſe are properties of matter which agree 
to it in general and are not meer modi- 


fications of it. But we know no more of 


a Spirit but that it thinks (i. e.) juſt e- 
nough to prove its Exiſtence, and no 
more; for as to all the different Modi- 


feations of Thought, it is but thinking 


ſill ; and therefore is anſwerable but to 
that one property of Extenſion in matter. 


Beſides we don't attribute this of 7hink- 
ing immediately and poſitively to a Spi- 
rit; for we don't ſay a Spirit thinks be- 
cauſe we know ſo much of the real na- 
ture of it as to diſcover this: but we ſay 
it thinks becauſe we can prove that mat- 
cer cant. | | 54% | x: 4; A 
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| Now, when I ſay ak Kea we : have of 

Joc” — I mean that it is 
_ vx in apr of our underſtanding z 
becauſe we have no way of attributing 
it to a Spirit, but by a negation of it to 
matter. I muſt confeſs if we take : 
rit in the ſenſe that ſome Men do (i. e.) 
only for a Thinking Being, then indeed 
we come to the notion of it by Reflection; 
we find ſomethin us that Thinks and 
from thence we dame ish hl it 
to that Being. | 0 N 


But for any ching mt | is yer ens | 
ded; this Thinking Being may be meer 
matter; and when we proceed to infer 
the exiſtence of an immaterial ſubſtance 1 
(which is the true notion of a Spirit, as "1 
it is di — from matter, and in 1 
which ſenſe God is ſaid to be a Spirit) 
then the Idea we have of it, is as far from 
being poſitive, as the words by which we 
expreſs it. Then we have no other 
of. conceiving it, but by _— from 
it Extenſion, Diviſthilie, Soli nee - "= 
which are the s of : and | 4 
we conclude that the : ſubſtance in us 9 
that chinks muſt be immaterial, becauſe | 
this operation exceeds che power of meer 9 
matter, i. e. while it is ſuch ; for if God =_ 
ſhould alrec all the * 'of it; ſo ns 2 
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to make it ſomething elſe, and not mat- 
ter; then no one can deny but it may 
think; but how far this implies a contra- 
diction I ſhall not now diſpute. :. . . 


So that again I can't but wonder any 
one ſhou'd affirm poſitively, that we have 
as clear and diſtin& Idea's of the Nature 
and Properties of Spirit, as we have of 
Body. * 4:74 


Mr Loek's Notion of the Soul is only 
that of a thinking ſubſtance without any 
regard either to the materiality Or imma- 

p. 69, 70. teriality of it; though one wou'd think 
71. he inclines to the former, when he ſhews 
this to be the ſenſe of the word Spirit 
both in Prophane and Divine Authors. 
However he ſays afterwards that the ut- 
moſt Proof we can have for the immate- 
riality of it will amount only to a Praba- 
bility and thus much concerning it he 
thinks deducible from his Principles, and 
particularly from his ſuppoſition of ;2 
Fyſtem of matter; and adds that he would 
gladly ſee a better proof of it either from 
the Biſhop of Worceſter or any one elle. 
To ſpeak to this now would be no other 
than a digreſſion from the buſineſs I am 
upon; but I do not deſpair of giving him 
this Demonſtration Which he a ſo 
gladly ſee ; and ſhewing him 1 
2 NS ow 
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— N 


how very much he is out in his applica- 
tion of thoſe Texts of Scripture he makes 
uſe of. I know tis eaſie for a perſon to 
deny any thing to be demonſtration 
which is not mathematically ſuch; but if 
it appears that we have as good proof 
for the immateriality of the Soul, as we 
can reaſonably expe& for any natural or 
moral truth, this is ſufficient for the' con- 
viction of any; except thoſe who. P 
their Principles are oblig d to ' oppoſe 


It. 


But to return, it is Evident from what 
hath been ſaid, that we are ſo far from 
forming any Idea of Spirit as clear and 
diſtinct as that we have of matter, that 
we can't form a ſimple Idea of any pro- 
perty in it, which is poſitive in reſpect 
of our underſtanding ; and therefore fince 
ſimple Ideas are the foundation of all our 
knowledge as they are laid down by thar . 
Delicate and Curious Head, which this 
Man of Forehead only has ſo groſly miſta- 
ken; that defect in the firſt principles 
ſhall run through all our after Reaſon- 
ings about the real nature of it and ren- 
der them much more confus d and imperfect 
than thoſe concerning matter. | 


I might ſay the ſame of a Spiritual or 
Glorified Body, that we can frame no _ 
| 0 


1 


* 
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of it, but by negation of thoſe imperfecti- 
ons that are incident to us in this frail 
condition of mortality, and thoſe few 
paſſages related of our Saviour's Body 
after his Reſurrection, are wholly unac- 
countable by us; at leaſt much more 
then the ordi appearances of Na- 
ture; as particularly his vaniſbing out of 
their fight all of a ſudden; and appearing in 
the midſt of them, at a time when the doors' 
Were ſhut, 8c. and that theſe things were 
not any miraculous operations, but the 
real properties of a glorify d Body, is 
more likely to think; than that he fhou d 
have rarify'd the Door, or the Walls of the 
Houſe to get entrance; or have ſecret- 
ly convey'd himſelf in a-long with them, 
as ſome learned Men have endeavour'd 
to ſolve theſe paſſages. Nor can we 
conceive how a body ſhou'd be diveſted 
of its gravity, ſo as to mount the Skies 
as our Saviour's did at his aſcenſion, and 
as the Bodies of the Saints ſhall do at the 
general Reſurrection. None of theſe 
things are to be folv'd upon the common 
principles of knowledge that are in' us 
now, becauſe we have not capacities 
ſuitable to the nature of them. 


So that now we may wonder what 
ridiculous meaning this Man can have, 


when he ſays that all the things which 
ars 
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are ſpoke of in the Goſpel, are as con- 
ſiſtent with our common nctions as Mood and 
Stone; and that we are as propane {aid 
to comprehend them; and that dur Ideas 
of natural and divine things are equal - 
ly clear and diſtin. A ſtrange fal- 
lacious inference this; becauſe we fully 
comprehend neither, therifore me ave equal- 

both. And to amuſe people 


8 r IF - - 


ly ignorant of 


I that can't ſee this, that he might 
© ſeem to ſpeak ſomething to the pur- 
6 poſe, he borrows a ion, ' viz. 
N That between the Nominal and Real 
a Eſſence of a thing. How impertinently 
* he hath made uſe of it in this matter, 
t- is very plain from what has been ſaid; 
11 which though we grant it to be a good 
d one, yet it is nothing to the purpoſe. 
we But it is fo far from being a good Di- 
ted Vinction, that it ſeems to me not to be 
e: good ſenſe. For nothing can be more ab- 


ſurd than to ſuppoſe to different Eſſen- 
ces in the fame thing. - Nor can an 


eſe thing be more directly levelVd at thoſe 
on glorious Attributes of God, his Goodneſs 


and Truth, than what it ſuppoſes, VIZ. 
That we are thus deceiv'd in eve 

thing, and know nothing at all of the true 
nature of things by thoſe properties that 
are diſcernable by us. And therefore to 
uſe his own. words, This rather becomes 
Impoſtors to think, than the taught of God - 


who 


Fl 


* 
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ſeveral things. And therefore to remove 
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who hath no intereſt to delude his Creatures, nor 
wants ability to inform them rightly, 2 


If it had been ſaid in plain lan- 
guage, that there is ſomething in natural 
things we do apprehend, and ſomething 
we do not; Which is all thats meant in 
that diſtinction: This wou'd have been 
Philoſophy for the Vulgar; and there- 
fore to make a Myſtery of it, 'it muſt 
be call'd the Nominal and Real Eſſence of 
a thing: though it carry a flat contra- 
diction in Phyſicks, and a monſtrous con- 
ſequence in Morality, and laysia founda- 
tion for Eternal Septiciſm. But ſup- 
poſing there is a meaning in it both 


true and innocent, yet it muſt be own'd 


this was the moſt unhappy way of ex- 
prefling themſelves, that poſſibly they 
could have light upon. 


Set. 3. Thus far as to his: arguments from 
Chap. III. Reaſn. Now I come to conſider thoſe he 


brings from Scripture; and we are like to 
have very cloſe reaſoning from' them, 
when in the very entrance he again 
confounds theſe two Propoſitions ; Whether 
or no Chriſtianity is Myſterious, and whe- 
ther there are no Myſteries in Chriſtianity. 
Whereas even the latter of them is dubi- 
ous; for the word Myſtery is us d to ſigniſie 


all 
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all ambi ty, and ſhew the fallacy, k 
his ary 2 we will lay aſide the 5 

and ſpeak to the thing it ſelf, (ine, 12 
Whether we have not as clear and diſt; in 

Idea c, as full and perfect æ knowledge of all 

thing , — d to 25 Scripture, fince the 


ring of Chrift in the. World, as we bee 
2 ſenſible O 1 


hy 3 


That we had not before he allows, : 
and therefore he grants. they were My- | 
ſteries then, but now ſince the eng 
of Chriſt they are not. And the whole 


ſubſtance of his arguing in this lo 
Chapter is this. 25 _ 


Fall thoſe, things 255 3 Were * d 
by Ki Fewiſh Rites and Ceremonies are c ar-, 
1 reveal d to us, then rhey. a are nc ee Bi: 


den from us. a ds 


Bur all thoſe things Ae by iþe 25 
7 


Rites and Ceremonies are clearly reveal 
to us. Therefore bw 


Thy, are no longer . from us, k 1. 
Thus he proves Minor. 1 


If the Veil is talen aw in Chri bet 
they are lee reveal 4 to . 1 ; 
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But the Veil is taken away in Chriſt. 
Therefore, deep 
Dey are clearly reveal d to us. 


And to make this Minor good, he 
brings all theſe Texts of Scripture, and 
Quotations out of the Fathers, to prove 
that the Veil is taken away, and that 
they are clearly reveald  - 


Now if any amongſt us had abſolutely 
deny'd that the Veil was taken away, 
and had affirm'd that they were notplain- 
ly reveald to us, then he might have had 
an adverſary: But: there is not a ſen- 
tence in this Chapter, that lobks like a 
controverſie with any but the Fews. If 
this Man wou'd have argu d inſtead of Ban- 
tring, he wou'd have diſtinguiſh'd, and 
ſhewn in what ſenſe we deny it, and then 
have prov'd that the Veil was taken away 
in that ſenſe that we deny. And there- 
fore ſince he hath dealt treacherouſly, I 
ng make him honeſt, and diſtinguiſh for 

And in order to make this matter very 
plain, we know that there are four things 
to be reveal'd concerning any thing that 
is hid from us. Its Exiſtence, its Eſſence, 
its. Properties, and the Relation it hath 

| to 


agar Afro 11 1 


to us; and every one ap} 
reading how a ching may 
veal'd as to its Exiftens | 

the relation it hath't9 Us, "ind. 
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real Properties. theſe divine 
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4 ignorant of chem; And Knöty Wix. 
tle of them in this Aipecte not HE 
reveal'd in the Gofpel, as 9 2 
before when they ee Betr. 
and Figures, oh oy Ly by 
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2. That all theſe Ang When der 
call Myſteries, and now Teveal'd*+& 
in the oſpel, while they v hes yeild b 
Types and Figures under the "M&faitk 
Oeconomy, were very much obſer d 
85 their Ex ence, and to the concern 

Man lind in them; and therefore the 

w is ſaid to hare Had only à f 
dow of good things to "Corte * Wo 
Men had | mY a very dark and im 
knowledge' even of F che reality, anf 5 
and ſenification of thoſe” things. f 
the Eternal generation of the Son, 14 N 


exrnation, Crucifixion; 5 Aenſion tlie | 
ro * Perſent ; "Rinne a ad Gi * 6 
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of the Bodh, the. Operations.. of the Holy 
Spirit, 8&c. They, had then no clear and 
Certain e of the reality and ex- 
ifence of any of theſe things afterwards 
reveald in the Goſpel, excepting onl 

chat of the Being of the true God, 
which was reveal'd to them by Moſes un- 
der the name 1 A M, which deno- 
ted nothing more than his exiſtence. 


* 
- T + & 


K We ſay that theſe divine things, 
Which were hidden. and obſcur'd before 
the .. appearing. of Chriſt, were all of 
them plainly. and clearly reveal'd as to 
their Exiſtence, and as to the Relation they 
have to us; (i. e.) as to the reality and 
being of theſe Truths, and our Con- 
cernment in them. And yet they do 
ot, ceaſe to be, Myſteries ſtill, becauſe 
Thes are. ſtill infinitely more obſcur d 
as: to. their Manner and Properties, than 
the common objects of Nature. So that 
.NOW..1t is clearly reveal d to us, that Chri 
#s.the Son f God, yet it doth not follow 
that therefore We know as much of the 
manner of that Eternal Generation of the 
Son, as we do how one Man is ſaid to be 
the San. of another. Becauſe it is reveald 


ito jus that there are endleſs Foys in Hea- 
ven, it doth not follow that we know 
.as much of them as we do of ſenſual 
Phaſures. Becauſe it is clearly reveal 
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to us that we ſhall be raiſed at the laſt 
day, in the 22 likeneſs of Chriſt; 
it doth not follow that we know as well 
what this Glory will be, as we know 
what it is to be of a Fair and Beautiful 
Complection. And ſo in all the reſt. 
And this is the reaſon of thoſe ſeem- 
ingly oppoſite Expreſſions of St. Paul, 
the one in 2 Cor. 3. 18. where ſpeaking 
of the Clearneſs of the Goſpel, in oppo- 
ſition to the Obſcurity of the Law, he 
lays, We all with open face beholding ,” as 
in a Glaſs, the glory 5 the Lord. And 
yet in 1 Cor. 13. 12. ſpeaking of thi 
ſame preſent ſtate of the Goſpel, in op? 
poſition to our future ſtate in Heaven, 
he ſays, That now we ſee through a Glaſs 
darkly, but then face to face. By the firſt 
he denotes the Clearneſs of the Reve- 
lation as to the Exiſtence, and Deſgn of 
thoſe things now under the Goſpel: 
by the latter, he denotes the preſent Ob- 
ſcurity of them, as to their Manner and 
Properties. L294 ns 


But it may be objeRed here, that thus 
they are but Types ſtill, and therefore 
the things contained in the Jewiſh Rites 
and Ceremonies, are as little reveal d 
nom, - 35 they were before. But 'Whoſo- 
ever makes this Objection, can t but 
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ſort of Ty es or Figures, I. don't take 
; 7 gures, W 


L contend. for, however we are able to 
reeongile them; wiz. 1. That thoſe things 
gie by TFewiſh Rites and Ceremonies 
face the coming of Chriſt , are more clearly 
reveaP'd to us than they were before. And 
2. That now they are more clearly reveal d 
tout; yet we have no ddea's of the real 
Nature or Properties of them; which 1 have 
ſufficiently proved. Whoſoever allows 
thele two things, muſt be of my opi- 
nion, whether I were able to anſwer 
this Objection or no. But it is eaſię 
ior any one to apprehend, that when 

Tay the Idea's we have of the things 
ot. another World are no other than a 


them in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of thewords, 


as they are applied to Jewiſh Rites and 


Ceremonies; which were all of them 
Actions converſant about external Objects, 
and deſignid to repreſent ſome diving 


 tranſattion which was to have its com- 


pletion in this life; and even then was 
to have a farther reference to ſomething 
intended by it in another World. But 
my meaning is, That the beſt Notion 


e gan frame of a Divine Object, re- 
preſents nothing of the real nature of 


the flung, &@ us as it is in it ſelf; if 
any one finds fault with the word, let 


Ben. be then by What other e 


n 
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allow the zbing. | PLS; 


And now he ſees, if he was really 
blind before, in what ſenſe this Veil 3s 


remov'd, and in what ſenſe we affirm 
it to remain. And if he thinks him- 


ſelf able to do it, inſtead of provi 
operoſely what no Man denies, that the 
Veil is taten away in Chriſt; let him prove 
the truth of it in that ſenſ e which we 
deny, viz. That it i taken away, not on- 
ly as to the' Reality, and Exiſtence, and In- 
tent of the things reveal d, which we al- 
low; but as to the Manner and Properties 
of them. So that now we have as per- 
fect a notion and comprehenſive a know- 
ledge of them, as we have of the Man- 
ner and Properties of any thing in na- 
ture; or, in his own Cant, that we bawe 


4 clear and diſtin Idea's of them as of 


any ſenſivle Objects. As for inſtance, Jo- 
ah's being in the Whale's belly, was a 

ype of our Saviour's Burial and Reſur- 
rection; andi therefore now this is reveal d, 
he muſt make it out, that there is no- 
thing more myſterious in our Saviour's 
Death and Reſurrect ion, than in a Man's 


being carried into a Vault, and walk- 


ing gut again upon his Legs. 


The 

Feaſt of the Paſſover * of 
Chriſt, and repreſented the Lord's Sup- 
| 4 | Per; 
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they pleaſe, ſince it is plain they muſt 
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* 


P, 90. 


; and this now is but a Type of 
the Joys of Heaven, as our Saviour him- 
ſelf makes it by thoſe words, Henceforth 
T'ſhall not drink of this fruit of the Vine, till 


] drink it nem with you in my Father s King- 


dom. But this Man muſt ſhew us the re- 
al nature of thoſe Pleaſures which are 
here ſignified by the fruit of the Vine. 


And now that it appears what he 
was to have -prov'd to fave me the la- 
bour of tranſcribing, do but look over 


every Text he hath quoted by way of 


Proof, and try to make his Inference 
from it; and then you will be fatisfied 
that Quaker, or any other Enthuſiaſt, ne- 
ver apply'd Scripture fo impertinently. 
Do but apply this diſtinction of a thing's 


being reveal'd as. to its Exiſtence and De- 


„in, and the Relation it hath to us on- 
ly ; or as to the manner and property 7 the 


thing it ſelf ; and then the little fallacy 


will appear which runs through his Ap- 
plication of them all. I ſhall only in- 


ſtance in the two or three firſt. 
1 Cor. 2. 7, 8. We ſpeak the Wiſdom of 


God hid in a Myſtery, which God ordain d 
beforg the World for our glory, 2hich none 
of the Princes of this World knew. From 


whence he makes this inference, wiz. 


Tha this divine Wifdont was then a 
at 1 Myſtery 
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Myſtery for want of revealing Infor- 
mation. Who denies it? And to con- 


firm this, he adds the following words, 


Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard , neither 
have enter d into the heart of Man the things 
which God hath prepar d for them that love 
him; but God hath reveal'd them to us by 
hi Spirit, Which proves no more than 
what every body owns, That it was im- 
poſſible by ſtrength of Reaſon to have attain d 
to the knowledge of thoſe means which God 
had appointed for our Salvation. And now 
they are reveald, it is only as to the 
Truth and Reality of their Exiſtence, 


as to their Intent, and the Relation they 


have to us; and not as to the Manner 
and Properties of them. 


The Things here ſpoke of, which 
could not have enterd into the. heart 
of Man, were the Incarnation of the Son, 


and the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ; which | 


were the Contrivances of infinite Wiſ- 
dom, for the reſtoration of fallen Man. 
And this was what the wiſeſt Heads 
among us cou'd never have thought of. 
Theſe things were obſcurd in Jewiſh 
Types and Ceremonies, and at len 

God reveal 'd it clearly to us, that thoſe 
were the means he had appointed for 
our Salvation. 1 "Hg 


Now 
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2 Cor. 3. 
12, 13. 


1. 


Now the Inference this Man muſt 
make, if he would ſpeak to the pur- 
poſe , is, That therefore we now know as 
perfectly rhe manner of that Conception wrought 
by the power of the Holy Ghoſt in a pure Vir. 
gin, as of the ordinary way of Generation : 
and becauſe it is reveal d to us that the 
Holy Ghoſt works in us, therefore we 
muſt know the manner of it as perfectly 
as we do that of the Nouriſhment of our 
Bodies by en and Drink. 


Ihe next is, St. Paul uſed great plainneſi 
of Speech; Ergo they had as Fl and per- 
fect a knowledge of every thing he ſpoke, 
as they had of a Stock or a Stone. Nay, 
when he ſpoke to them of the depths of 
the Wiſdom of God, and diſcours d to them 
how he was caught 7 into Paradiſe, and 
heard unſpeakable words, without doubt 
they that heard him had as lively an 
impreſſion of this whole Viſion on their 
Imaginations, as he that ſaw it; nay, as 
they had of the Man that ſpoke to them: 
and we may expect no leſs from this pro- 
found Revealer of Myſteries, than that he 


will quote us all theſe unſpeakable words 
in his next Book. þ 


And ſo by the following quotations 
he thinks he hath knockd us 1 
When 


4 * 
— 


E 
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when any mention is made of the My- 
ſtery being made manifeſt, or known to all 
Nations. Ergo the very Manner and Pro- 
perties of thoſe things are laid open to 
us. And therefore this Man (I warrant 
you) knows as much of the fecret 


2 | 
Councils of God now, whoſe Judgment: 
5 are unſearchable, and bis ways paſt finding 
| out; as he doth of the dark contrivances 
7 of chat Cabal againſt all reveal'd Reli- 


ion, where the deſign of this Book was 
r{t laid, and the reſt are now a forging, 
For 'tis well known this Myſtery of iniquity 
doth already work ; but he who hath hitherto 
hinder d, we truſt will binder, till they be 


© taken out of the way, and their wicked- 
7 f neſs be reveald. | 

wp And here, if I were diſpos'd to be 
bt merry, I cou'd make better ſport with 
FA the Hiſtery of this Man's Life, than he 
ir has done with the Doctor and his Pari- 
* ſhianer; for I have tracd him in this 
5 too, from the time he firſt gave out, he 
3. he wou'd be Head of a Se& before he 
he was thirty years of Age, till he became - 


an Author; and from thence to his 
coming: into this Kingdom to ſpread his 
Hereſies, and put his Deſigns in Exe- 
gution. But I am now upon a Subject 
in Divinity, and not making a Farce; and 
Perhaps I may have a another ' oppor- 
$4 .-* * | tunit 
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muſt know the manner of it as perfectly 


Ihe next is, St. Paul uſed great plainneſs 
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Now the Inference this Man muſt 
make, if he would ſpeak to the pur. 
poſe , is, That therefore we now know as 
perfectly the manner of that Conception wrought 
by the power of the Holy Ghoſt in a pure Vir. 
gin, as of the ordinary way of Generation: 
and becauſe it is reveal'd to us that the 
Holy Ghoſt works in us, therefore we 


as we do that of the Nouriſhment of our 
Bodies by Meat and Drink. 


of Speech; Ergo they had as and per- 
feta e 5 thing he f ny 
as they had of a Stock or a Stone. Nay, 
when he ſpoke to them of the depths of 
the Wiſdom of God, and diſcoursd to them 
how he was caught up into Paradiſe, and 
heard unſpeakable words, without doubt 
they that heard him had as lively an 
impreſſion of this whole Viſion on their 
Imaginations, as he that ſaw it; nay, as 
they had of the Man that ſpoke to them: 
and we may expect no leſs from this pro- 
found Revealer of Myſteries, than that he 


will quote us all theſe unſpeakable words 
in his next Book. 


And ſo by the following quotations 
he thinks he hath knock d us 1 — 
5 When 


— 
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© . Chriſtianity not Myſterious, 


when any mention is made of. the My- 
ſtery being made manifeſt, or known to all 
Nations, Ergo the very Manner and Pro- 


perties of thoſe things are laid open to 


us. And therefore this Man (I warrant 
you) knows as much of the fecret 
Councils of God now, whoſe Fudgments 
are unſearchable, and his ways paſt finding 
out ; as he doth of the dark contrivances 


of that Caball againſt all reveald Reli- 


ion, where the deſign of this Book was 

r{t laid, and the reſt are now a forging, 
For tis well known this Myſtery of iniquity 
doth already work; but be who hath hitherto 
binder d, we truſt will binder, till they be 
taken out of the way, and their wicked- 
neſs be reveald. | 


And here, if I were diſpos'd to be 
merry, 1 cou'd make better ſport with 
the Hiſtory of this Man's Life, than he 
has done with the Doctor and his Pari- 


ſhioner; for I have tracd him in this 


too, from the time he firſt gave out, he 
he wou d be Head of a Se& before he 


was thirty years of Age, till he became 


an Author; and from thence to his 
coming into this Kingdom to ſpread his 
Hereſies, and put his Deſigns in Exe- 
cution. But I am now upon a Subject 
in Divinity, and not making a Farce; and 
perhaps I may have a another ' oppor- 
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what he, or we ſay in this matter; but 


tunity of giving the World a clear and 
diſtin Idea of this Man, who thinks 
himſelf ſo formidable; and ſwells with 
the fancy of * run L. three 
Kingdoms only with one croſs Queſti 

Which is the of all his Bock, 
vx. How can a Man believe what he 
doth not know ? 


ik... AS an oof ao «- 


I come now to conſider how he an- 
ſwers thoſe Objections which are made 
againſt this new Hypotheſis of his in Re- 
ligion. | | 

The firſt fort of Obje#ions he brings, 
are three or four Texts of Scripture, 
which make nothing agai either 


ng 1 aa GY a 


ſuch as Enthuſiaſts bring againſt the uſe 
of Reaſon in Religion. that they are 
wholly impertinent, unleſs he diſputes 
againit the Quakers; and therefore I 
have no more to do here but to take 
notice of the baſe diſingenuity of the Man, 
who by this wou'd make wnthinking or 
prejudiced people believe, that we are 
thoſe ignorant perverſe Men he ſpeaks 
of; and put us upon the ſame level 
with the rankeſt Enthuſiaſts. Whereas 
he can't but know that we are as vi- 
gorous defenders of the uſe of Reaſon 
in Religion as he can be. "Tis by * | 
that 
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that the truths of all reveal'd Religion 
are eſtabliſhd, and remain unſhaked 
and the ſame for ever, in ſpite of all 
the oppoſition of their ſubtileſt enemies. - 
Tis by this we confute his Errors, tis 
before the Evidence and Light of Rea- 
ſon that all his Operaſe and laborious 
Sophiſms diſappear like empty ſhadows, 
and vaniſh into nothing. 


6 


2 


When we thus contend for the uſe 
of Reaſon in Religion, then on one ſide 
we are charg'd as if we deny d all Re- 
velation; and when we defend the truth 
of Revelation, then on the other ſide we 
are charg d with layng aſide our Rea- 
ſon; as if we muſt needs ceaſe. to be 
Men, before we can be Chriſtians. - And 
therefore I ſhall ſtate a right notion 
of this matter as clear as I can in ſhort ; 
and that by theſe degrees. 


1. We allow that ſenſe and Reaſon 
are the only faculties we have of know- 
ing or judging of any thing either in Na» 
ture Or Religion; and we allow that God 
in all his Revelations applies himſelf to 
us by theſe faculties; and doth not ei- 
ther create any zew ones, or make any 
eſſential alteration in theſe we have; 
for then a Stock or a Stone wou'd be as 

| | capable 
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capable of a Divine Revelation, as a Ras 
tional Creature. And therefore, Dt 


2. We allow that what is not agree: 
able to theſe Powers of knowledge we 
are already endued with, is not to be 
receiv d or entertain'd by us; for other: 
wiſe God who plac'd theſe in us, wou'd 
not be conſiſtent with himſelf, nor wou'd 
he have us ſo. 


3- Theſe, Powers of knowledge are 
better ſuited to the preſent objects of 
this life than they are to' thoſe of an- 
other; for otherwiſe we argue God 
of want of Wiſdom, and Contrivance, and 
if they were now as well fitted for the 
Objects of another life, there wou'd be 
= occaſion for a change at the laſt 

V. ” 


4. We affirm that all theſe things 
of another World, even after they are re- 
veal d, are totally obſcur'd both from our 
Senſe and our Reaſon as the real Nature 
and Properties of them as they are in 
themſelves. And this I hope I have 
ſufficiently made out; ſo that if Pev- 
ple will believe any thing at all of 
another life, they muſt do ſo without 
clear and diſtinct Idea's of them, 


5. That 
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5. That ſince we have not capacities 
for them, there is no other way of re- 


vealing any thing to us relating to an- 
aber fie bur by, Hunky wich th things 
of this World. Thus the Glory and in- 
tellectual Light of Heaven is reveal'd un- 
der the notion of that we have from 
the Sun; the Generation of the Son of 
God, under the notion of one Man's 
proceeding from the Loins of ano- 
ther, &c. Ay 


No therefore let me again diſtinguiſh 
theſe two thin 85 in every Revelation or 
Myſtery. 1. That Analogous Object of 
this life, under the notion of which 
God doth reveal any thing of another 
life to us. And 2. The thing it ſelf that 
5 4 2 by it. As to the firſt of 
theſe, it falls in all reſpects under the 
ſevereſt cenſure and trial of our Rea - 
ſon; as to the latter, it is wholly ex- 
empted from it. As for inſtance in this 
Propoſition, 5 ELM 


N 
F544 


The Saints ſhall regin for ever. 


In this Myfery the thing reveal'd is 
the happy and glorious ſtate of the 
Saints in Heaven. The Analogous Ob- 
ject made uſe of by God for this, = 

| that 
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that of the Splendour and Grandure of a 

ingdom. In reſpect of this latter, our 
Reaſon hath full ſcope; and tis not on- 
ly _ but commendable, nay our di- 

, to be very punctual and exact in our 
nas. And therefore we muſt know 
the meaning of the words, and under- 
ſtand the matter of the Propoſition; we 
muſt be ſatisfied that it hath no impoſ- 
ſibility or contradiction in it. Nay more, 
our Reaſon muſt be convinc d, and muſt 
have a clear evidence in our mind, of its 
coming from God by ſuch Proofs to Men's 
Senſes and Reaſon of its divinity, as ſhall 
convince us that it could come from none 
but God; ſuch as Miracles and Prophecies, or 
the agreeableneſs of the thingto our com. 
mon Notions ; and I am not to give my al- 
ſent to it unleſs I have this Evidence, which 
Lallow thus far to be the ground of Perſwa- 
ſion. Thus far we are ready to joyn iſſue 
with any Adverſary of Revelation and A. 
ſteries purely upon the Naur eie of Res. 
ſon. And to require it any farther, is n0 
other than to demand a rational accoum 
from us, of what we grant we have 
no notion of. 3 
4 God on ; | wr any 

ropoſition, but upon ſuch Teſtimonies 
and Drorks as 3 this 38 
But as to the thing it ſelf which is ſigni- 
bed bras Analogys a0 

| | ond 
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condition of the bleſt in Ham in 

this Myſtery, it is wholly ex | 

the enquiry of Reaſon. And herein is my 

Faith, that I give my Aſſent to a Pup 

ſition which is ſufficiently provd/t0-come 

from God, though I have no not 

all of chat divine truth wich -is 

ſented to me under the ſemilitudt of Homie 

worldly Object. 

And thus you ſee how Keith ir big 

y and moſt exactly defin d. The Evi: 

dence, or i de monſtration of things 

not ſeen, — Faith is no 

ous implicite aſſent, as theſe Champions 

for | Reaſon think, but it is ches giving 

our aſent to things which though 1 

have no notion at all of now, yet the 

reality and exi . 

ſtrated to us by om proofs we 

in our minds the- -—% Sod 

dence for the t of chs Nasen. And * 4 

it is this that will ſtrike: all diaſe Opp * 

ſers of Fab and Rewelation dumb, when 

— appear at che/Diibunsl of God. be- 
* — will not then have it = | 

That God requir d their Aſſent to" 

2, ion; but what underſtood a 
they could und any 

ige And for the in . 
lation, of which they had ſufſi n Proofs 
a conſider — to . 
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thoſe — are, and nalicios In 
Faith as point 0 

— frrigeſt in any poin of Rea. 
fon. We are ſo far from diſtruſting ious 


Quauſe, or obliging Men to walk blind⸗ 

fold, chat we gire their Rraſem all the 

. 
- e of our 

ſterles than when ——— 

dance and conduct of it. For our-whol 


Cliriſtian Faith is grounded upon be 


Rricreſt Ratiocination, « e ene e ni 
e MIX 20. 4324-2 L128 rt 2 Nod 
— — 
Sion, I ſhall no. proceed to conſider this 
Hude Objection againſt his Book 3 ii 
That it deftrcys the Ne of FAIT H. * 


he- never will eraſhongh he had ti 
Never 
And: that. Perſon "loo and was, 
_ _— have been more his Reed; if d 
in time opened to him all the cher 
and ſimpious Conſeque Den 25 
* der d came abend ſpread. i 
Pos 9 ER * 0 3 fan 
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Suan Pb But now, — 
for nothing is fo vain as a Mann 
3 where there is not m true ſenſe 
to qualiſie them : And theraſtire 
he is now to ſtand by it: with 4iis Soul 
and venture — — 
himſelf by a publick Ri „in cle 
opinion of a haif-learned and dabauti d ſort 
of People; hae Imereſt it is to tun 
Wow ep in ag which if it be true) 
e up in] dagainſt them at P. 126, 
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AND Ante 1 TY [29 $124 : 220 
-> The force of: the Objedan lies in this. 
Ewe can give our Aſſent v0 ndthing but 
hut w have n glear an diſtinct Idea 
of in the Mind, ſo as to: believe nething 
upon the #oth- and Veracity: of another 
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fink from: Knowledge 1 and dus there 
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dance concurrd to the truth of \Int__. it, yet 
Jon can never give your aſſent tt 
upon any other terms than he did 
who aw it; for nothin ng elſe can give 
you this evidence or — the 
gta bas A. whichihe make 
"6 SF of our perſwaſion. 
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we can believe nothing either 
or of relating to — 


any thing. 
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If he Meant by not conceiving it, 
vm ad flee be meaning” of The Pro 9 
poſition porte, he is in tlie right of 4 
it; but if he means by conceiving it, 
the having as fall and compleat "a. know | 
155 of the thing reveal, at wt hive of any wo 
Phenomena of nature, dis abſolutely falſe; - Fl 
for, as I have fhewn at large, we may ire 
our aſſent to the Exifence of things 
we cant conceire any thing at all of 
real nature And that our Ch 
Fuith is however no raſh Preſumprion or 
Prijudice, becauſe it is boundeg 1 
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Spirit, © 22 — 
God had reveal d chem, de wow'd Have 
made you conceiye the manher of all 
cheſe perfectly; and if he did not, It 
was ee want of fi or abi. 
Hey in him. Bur let this Blaſphemer know! 
he it is neither want of Veracity; nor 
ability in God that is the reaſon why 
we dont conceive theſe things, but 
= Weakneſs and Imperfettion of Gur pre- 
ſent fate, Who have no capacities. for 
them as yet. And therefore as we now 
ie. our aſſent to the Reality "ad 
xiſtence- of what we cant 1 


15 chat veracity of dn 1 


bath thus endenvour d to rob 

Authority, and Influence® upon 

fent ; fo God will one day lay mene 

his Power, in bringing all toſs things 

to pals, which we can't now ry he 

and will ſo Fi our Souls that, w 
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another” World. He 
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* quainted. with the Relation;this Glory hacks. 
to me, 4it- T hat it eker in the Ha 
vent 3 that I ſhall enjoy it, and de mad 
der of it; and chat it will render me 
i ea all; imagination. But 4 
more able to conceive that 
DR chan chat Glory of God which 
ſhall be oa cauſe of it. And 3. It is re- 
veald by God with this deſign, thar it 
ſhou d be a prevailing motive of my Obe 
dience, and an incitement to the practice 
of Vertue and Holineſs... 4. I have not 
capacities at preſent to 1 the 
real nature of it as perfectly as I can 
Ge y thing in nature if it were 
e to me. And chus we ſee how 
in all his Revelations doth not ſpeax 
Nag to us, though we have not clear 
and diſtinct Ideas of the things which 
are reveal d. Nay, though we. have 2 
more Idea of them as they are in them 
| ſelves, than we hay Sof * t Blidiri an 4; 
MY W l 5 
P. *. Beſides ihe "Text he bri s to back this: E 
N of his, explains the matter far 
4 and. lays open che Fallacy: Heh 1.0 
6. He bat comes to God muſt | believe nu 
be i and that. he 'is a rewarder. f them 
4 dil Ky ſeek bien, By Which 
E 5. is knowable of God I s 
nen, 5 his 1 al. the Relation 
M oe OE , ben Re 5 
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of tbem that *dili ſec 5 R ＋ 
ope he will own e are bound to 

believe all we e e God, though he 

flatly denies that we are bound to believe 

any thing more in him than what we 

know, as well * a5We do any thing” 
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He des on and asks, ibo conceitung b. 1 
Faitb 2 this ' manner, (i. k.) e ” 
making it nothing elſe but knowledge, 

Hon) cuuld Chriſt be term d "the" ligbt of the 
World ? and "how coitld abe be ſai to have 
the Spirit” of Wiſdom? (i. e.) unleſs: he 
gives you as clear and diſtinct Ideas of 
every" thing he reveals, as you have of A 


Stock or a Stone. "Fanſwer by giving 0 
2a clear and diſtinck Revelation of their 
Exiſtence; of Which we ſhould 2 been 
wholly ignorant but for him; FR for thus he 


hath! Lind us wiſe unto Salvation, ſincc 
he hath given us a clear Knowledge of Our 
Duty, and back d his Precprs with the pro- 
miſe of future rewals,” rhich' we hare 
no notion of; and the beſt thought wecan 
frame of — alfthar 
we can think or ſpe Ak. 
2  riar or NN ; 
But, ays he, That remarkabl# i 
of Abraham's Faith will fs. ht hs wot 
dis objeRel, and une uus ae 1 - 
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own Opinion to ſhift for it fel. God | 
promiſed -Abrabow to give ae hs bm 
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theſe: obſcure Adrracles, ate ſon goantirma- 
tion of theſe plain Doctrine Tlis äs an- 
other piece of his Logick, to prove Notwm 
F ola a6 onarht et apts, | 
GE:497 | ITY - Of dab 20-2163 $36 * 
are plain, yet that they came from God is 
not ſo: and therefore Airacles were to 
aſſure | us of this For if the Knowing 


of Perſwaſion. And beſides if they have 
that Evidence of their truth in cheniſelves, 
mich he contends for; let chem tome 
from hence they will we muſt give our 
aſſent to them. I © ©... 1. 
- And now. Lam com va hisdaibEhaps Sed. 3. 
—— ——_—— — =. _0 
Faun ben, Ii uy Whom, Myſteries 
Were bright into C hrifkinniry, ITbere , 
net here ſo muchas pretend of reaſo · 
ning, but ſeveral wile Hen! againſt 
all: the Primitive (Chriſtians, againſt 
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Cy of all Ages, and againſt Chriſtia- 
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| 7 a ſore of Haarbeniſin, and che Mini- 


in the Celebration of 
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ity it ſelf, making it as it is now vrofeſt,. 


ſters of it in a reſets no * than Pa- 


SOR 5 {TIRED USAF vs Tue 
By the Title of this Chapter be was w 
havd ſhewn how theſe * ries came in- 


to Chriſtianity; but inftead of this (of 
which he ſays not a word) he talks in' 
neral how fome Ceremonies were intro- 
ucd, and ſome" Do#rines abus d to Su- 
— The diſpute all along was a- 


bout Myſteries, and* now it is turn'd to 


Geremonies'; of which he ſpeaks too — 
a confuſed manner, making no difference 
between the Orrhodix and Heretical Pro- 
feſſors, but charging all the Miſtakes and 
Errors of every Set indifferently, uporr 
the whole body of "Chriſtians in the ge- 
neral. That Miſcarriages and Errors crept 
in, and that the Chriſtian Religion was 
corrupted and abus d by many in. the 
Primitive times to Superſtition, i is without 
all doubt; it is ſo now, and is like to be 

ſo to the end of the World; for # muſt 

needs be bat Offences" come. But what“ is 
all chis to thoſe Who are not guile of 
theſe things? Suppoſe every thing in this 

Chapter true, what is all this to us'*who 

Baptiſm and ache 


Su 


per, have rejected all theſe numerous 
Rites and ' Superſtitions . Cefernonies 
which he ſpeakes of. As 


1 


 Asfor thoſe Ceremoriies renaia ine, 
it is time enough to defend them when 
he ſays any thing againſt them ʒ and 
proves, either that :be Worſhip, "of God 
and Celebration of tbe Sacraments cam be 
orm d without any Ceremonies... Or That 
rhe which 1 we have e are -unlaw- 
J's * er 7 Ee! v4 on mY 
Au hen wou ene ee of them, 
is, that they were in uſe among the Hea- 
thens ; and the force of what he ſays, if 
it hath any, is this. Fane 2 
White Garment in their Idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip, they had certain Times, and Places, 
and Perſons, and Actions, appropriatedito 
the Worſhi ſhip of their Idols; — 
tis unlawful to have any thing of 
nature in the eue of the cru el 
em viel | 
The — wa Walking 
Baptiſi is unlawful. The H 1 — 
Ealing and Drinking in honour of — 
Gods; Ergo, the Eatin and Drinking in 
re nce of Chriſt is Superſtitious. 
And chus by a direct and immediate con- 
ſequenoe he deſtroys the Doctrine of the 
Sucrament.. Let him if he can, ſhew 
What elle can RIES be.inferrdfrom * 
this dev mn incoherent N M5 
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ing the dates is, Chae by mul 
ture of them, we make them MyPerions, | 
and do not Celebrate-them with that fim- 
plicity they wore at firſt inſtituted, But 
let him in his next Book ſnew, what iT 
is that we know our ſelves concerning 
the Sacraments, which we conceal from 
the People. a In ſnort, ler him make Cut 
that he hath other drift im this whole 
Chapter, than to ſhew that there ig 
theniſm. A ene * 6 Ha 


All this' is by way of - Amuſements 
P —_ who e when a Man 
43 ſpeaks to the purpoſe ; Ceremonies are not 
3 Myſteries, nor do they make à thing 2. 
2 ferioys, Thoſe things which we call 
1 2 Nature and Attribute 
1 the Son 
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| the Glory of 0 che Saints N 
Heaven 3 The Sols of the laſt Judg- 
ment, Oc. Theſe are Myſterious Do- t 

__ Qrines | 
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that they 


Arines of our our Relig 7 71 95 m en 
us When; 


tea Nies, "as wer fs: calls them, 
—— e Chefin, For we 1 


were brought ifito Chriſtia 

by Chriſt himſelf 5 who alone Was able to: 
— them. That ch came in at tlie 
firſt publication of the Go] pel; and with 
deſign to- make us wiſe unto. Salva; 
and therefore we own our + fold 120. 
of them; that we will hazard any lg 
Life and W rr ae par wiel 


them. . 


1 OF 


"a cus 1 have gone pre Bis 
Book, and anſwered every thing that 
look d like Reaſoning in it. If he will 
ſhew me where I tan: overlook d any 
thing that hath the appearancc of an Ar-, 
gument ; or where my Anſwer fails, I will 
promiſe him not to Lr 1. it-pals. Aid if 
any are er with my manner of 
treating him, I doubt not but they will 
be ſatisfied if they but conſider what St. 
Paul ſaid to Elms the Sorcerer upon 4 
like occaſion, O full of all Subtilty and alf act. 1. 
Miſchief, chow Chi of the Devil, thou Ene-10. 
my of all Righteouſneſs, wilt: hou not . 


70 pervert the 8 "ay of the Lord 5 _ 
In the next Book hs peaks bf he 1 
wo things to perform. n 07 1 11 TIEN 


| # I. To 


153 4n Auſwer to 4 Book Entituled, 
22 oY — — —— — — 


rn Nor“ aa 1417 
. To ſhew that we are not oblig d by 

Scripture, to believe chat there is ak 
thing, in any point of the Chriſtian Faith 
which we 0 not comprehend as fully 
and perfectly, as we do the common Ob- 
jects of this World 
2. To diſcover to all the Worid thoſe 
ſecrets in Religion, which the Clergy 
have induſtriouſſy conceal d from the La- 
make them ſo plain that they ſhall ceaſe 
to be ſuch ; ſo that every one of them 
ſhall be as wiſe as cer a Prieſt of us all. 
And indeed, he is much to blame that de- 
fers it all this while; He that pretends 
fo much Zealand Concern for the Vulgar, 
ſhou'd not let them remain ſo long in 
Ignorance, to be thus miſerably impos'd 


upon, by the craft. and cunning of their 
Prieſts. x i 


What ſtrange unbeard of deſign this Man 
has in that d 3 which is now 
atorging, is hard to tell. For by it he is 
to inform the World of things they never 
heard or thought of; He is to reveal to us 
more than ever Jeſus Chriſt hath done; 
and what never yet cou'd enter into the 
Heart of Man to think, or into his ima- 
Sination to frame any true and proper no- 


tion 
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tion of. If the World had any opinion 
of his Abilities to perform what he pre- 
tends with this hard Confidence, we ſhou d 


all of us expect this wonderful Book with 
much impatience. Certainly by all theſe 


promiſes of fo much New Light® to _ 
World, which hath liv'd in Darkneſs ſb 
many hundred Years, we can't gueſs he 
deſigns to be no more than Head of an 
ordinary Sec, but to be as famous an 
Impoſtor as Mabomet. He hath laid a fair 
foundation for it, for he avers poſitively 
in one place, That if he knew the way how 


a Miracle was wrought, be wound work it 


himſelf. And again, he openly fays, That 


nothing related in the Goſpel is Myſterious, 
either as to the Manner or Subſtance of the 
thing, and therefore *tis not unlikely that 
we ſhall have this Man ſhortly confirm- 


ing his Doctrines with Miracles. 
For n I cant imagine how he 


will go about what he hath undertaken z 
however, thus much I dare venture to pro- 
miſe him, that whenever any N 19 
built upon that Rotten Foundation which 
is here laid, by the Grace of God, I will 
pull it down. DES OTE, w” 


When this Book. of his comes out 
(which after all will tell us no mors 
concerning theſe Myſteries, than what 
| L 2 wo 
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P. 150. 


Aa 


we have heard an hundred times over ; but 
by; what be os miſes muſt, take place of 

he Bible it al, which gives us no ſuch 
clear and diſtinct Ideas of the things of 
another World.) Then we. ſhall give a 
better guels at the a of the, Man. In 
the mean time, I ſhall only ſay a little 
more conceming the Pretended, and the 


— 1. The .Pretended Drift . of it is, Fo 
free the. Chriſtian Religion. from that .Dark- 
neſs and Obſcurity, in which it it envolud 
by the Contrivance of its Preachers, only 
to, gain a Reputation to their Perſons and 
Profeſſion ; and to make it ſuch a Religion 
as God deſign d it, (i. e.) a Religion for all 
Aen. But how doth he go about this? 
fy 4 craps of . Metaphyſical _ Alſtractiont, 
which were tolerable where he found 
them, but ſpoilt in the Application. By 
talking of Adequate, Inadequate, and Inter- 
medęate Idea 8; 1 the Nominal and Real Eſ- 
Jenceof things ; by frivolous diſtinctions between » 
the Means of Information, and grandi of 
Perfwaſion ; and by little Niceties, concern 
ng the degrees of. Perſpicuity in Divine 
and Humane Revelations, &c. This is the 
method this grand Reformer takes, to 
reſtore Chriſtianity to its Native, Simpli- 


1 
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cih, and make it Sen for 2 Peo- 


as of rem Thow 
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deſtroy d, and are not ye reſtor d Y 


. Chriſteunity not Myſterious. 1671. 
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ſand that knows the meaning of any of 

theſe MWotds and Phraſes, by which he 

2 1 N it ſelf Plain a uc 

ous; And renders every th in Religion 

a Myſtery to them. d t this che 

very Manithat talks ſo much againft the 

new Converted Philoſophers, for >” bene 5. 154 

ding their Philoſophy — Divinity toge- 

ther, and by that means, rendt ns era 

thing abſtruſe by Tire. And who 

at Our Olergh for dertuing every t hing in 

Religion} and 5 e <4 

from the wg 0 * 

* A8 60 the Real de ol as Man, 

tis plain it is no other than what he for- 

merly declard, and what he openly af 

fects, vid. to be the Head of a Sect, and 

ſet up for a Reformer. For beſides many. 

General Frepreſſions, he hath ſeveral very 

particular ones'to this purpoſe; as where 

he ſays, "That" "the very nature and uſe =” 165» 

the Sacraments- are 5 wo, erverted and 


the he part Refarmation in 2 eden, 
Expreſſion in the Clof of his Book. 
ae 7 75 wweral turn d Libertines and A 
theiſts, when Prieſt-craft was laid ſp 0 
ar «he Refdeuation ; were LUther, C. 
an 557% he Haim d fob 7 25 N 
is fpokeotatiwily:of Defence of that gf 
Nesse on hh incor dt cer the ilf 
Conſequences of it are. L 3 Now 
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Now the Method he hath taken to 
effe& this grand Deſign of his, is firſt. 
to Amuſe the generality of People with 
2 little ſhew of Learning, by hard Words, 
and ſeveral impertinent Quotation t oget 


2 Reputation among 
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His next Buſineſs was to inſinuate into 
the minds of People a diſeſteem of 
the men they now profeſs, and make 
them believe that Chriſtianity, as it is now 


* 3 receivd, is no better than Heatbeniſim; 


o oO oo _ 


r —— 


which he doth by comparing them in ſe- 
veral inſtances, and tells us plainly, He 
hath ſaid enough to ſhew how the Divine 
Inſtitution of Chriſtianity, through the 


P. 163- Craft and Ambition of Prieſts and Philoſo- 
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ger did degenerate into meer Paganiſin. 
He calls our Principles narrow bigoted Te- 
ets, And in ſhort, ſaystbey are a My- 


Fry of iniquity, He calls the preſent The- 
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P. 147» and the Language 


ology, the Gibberiſh of our Divinity Schools 
F the Beaſt He wou d 
have no Ceremonies, no Times, Places, or 


F. 167. n Actions for the Worſhip of 
* * 3 * f 1 5 a 5 a0 Try Le 
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d eſtabliſut among us; He 
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That 
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. Ghriftanity not Myſterious 1 
= ſuab * the deplorable: -condirion of bu 
e, that u. Aan - dares not openly and ih KAY YE: a 
recth own what he thinks-of Divine matters, 
if it but very ſlightly. differ from. what is r- 
cel.d hy Party; ur tbat it ' eftabliſh't 
by. Law, And therefore, He that hath 
openly ſaid ſo much what is it 
=” wound not ſay, wefe ib not for the 
tO Laus! Undoubtediy he hath à great deal 
of more to lay, Whenk ven this new SECT .. 
e ef his becomes. To numerous, that they 
1 ſhall out-brave the Laws, and labour for 
FE A Publick \Reformation of all the N A 
"If . Goſpel. UL 3 N 
dM eien ARE 45 ” 
— Þ Had this: Man made any of the My: 
oh ſeries of que Religion mofe clear and in- 
fo. | ?*igiblethan they were before, He had 
(on. done worthily ; and might have hop'd 
To for a Rewardfrom God, and Eſteem from 
h- Men; -Ahd the Miniſters: of the Goſpel 
5 wou d have heen ſo far from reſenting it, 
chat they womd have thank d him for it, 
and not faiłd to have acqudainted their 
People withiti/ Bur by chile SeurrHons Label 
«pon All. theſe Doctrines which are the 
ground and foundation of — 
and by:)Railing at all the Teachers 
Profe ſſors . of: it : tors figteen- hundred 
r had all been Fools N 
na nd de be the beſt, ell = 
appear dan 1 He is juſtly be- 1 
come f 
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cart mo odious and — 'all Mer 
Alo have any concern 


P. n. 
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A va dd =_ * oe 
i 2 a f SIS TOM | 
Nis true, he Sachs bis Anebead bike 
ac Flat, and is prepar d with Obſtinacy 
And Reſolutios-againit all that can de ſaid 
or done againſt him. Fur God knows, he 
ua more values (this'. ridiculous! Nidk-mame- of 


£4 144. n. Heretick, than Paul did before him. But 


1 Cor 15, 


a» 


ſure there is à great deal of difference 
between St. Pauls being calld a Here- 
tick for Preaching the Reſurrettion 'of the 
Dead, and ſaying the manner f it is M 
ferions. And this Man's Contradicting him, 
and ſaying,” abe o munner of" if ik not My- 
ſterious ;; andby:: his Principles; undermi- 
ning: the, Foundation of al Reveal veal 
Natural Religion. 
fo * A Horgan on be "ts 1 
Another way o efſeaing what he 
ow is b 2 the Clegy in general 
9 Reprackincaind charging chem with 
moſt deteſtable Fraudi roſerve the vileſt 
5 3 ag ] n 
An apen E "alt: C 
men, we: Male 1a meer. Trail Retigion, 
and build amjiſſ aut bority. 121 'zb#\Conſciemtes 
of the Lazey»1Gi 2 to all Clergymeb 
he — Opiniow, ke pes 
telt Adverſaty; 2 He 
en "wiſe, Han * le rhe ſand 
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oof e not . 5 
che Whole Race and Qrder der. he calls an 2 a 
forrparion un mkind, 3 2 DigholicalP. 166. 
und Anti chriſtiun Drum; — "That preface 
by the ents Myſeeries we for _— P. 22. 
our fel uet into u Hiſtini Order, arid 
ſeparate" Body; as if there weren n G fach 
Order infinite? and appointed by our 
Bleſſed Saviour. And to make us ſure ; 
that- this is his Opinion, He ſuys plain > Breface to 
He fees — reaſon w l Men i \ the Lady's 
46 44 fully tech, 2 they 0e Religion 
uy] to” Vati their * Religion. And a. 
4 Ls „ why women might not enjoy the Brits. 
lege of in ng others* in tbe Religious 
Duties they are Loan to practict He es, 
He wants ſtill to be inform d. That t hey. may 
teach their Childrem and Servants in pri- 
vate, all the World allows; "Jo" that His 
meaning is, that they. may Prongy. © in 
Publick as well as Men, chenigh th 15 be 
AS toy the expfeſs words of Sctip- 


{| 11 4 ARRDIRY 5, 

1 . (leg 1 RI + i "13; bonn, 208 
1224s inſirmates every” 

Profeſſion is EA 

Trade; and our 

Colbthitrance only 10 b 

rg As if we 
FE — | 

Q 27 n . cer” Ne 

Ad o 474 9935 ory? 95 ch 2 


een een ee 297 757 
eu | He 


Ch ES IEEE 


Y 


"> 


7 


— 2 * 
* Www 
— 7 


AT&T 


* » 


2 , 
o 7 
NF” 


168, An e 20.0 Book Enticuled, 


* 


$ 


* * 
J * 
. ' 
» 


= i us odious in the fight of the People. 


along. makes the Clergy. and Lain t 
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i (23 . ob Doo mainly 4 
che Clegy, and doth all he can to ren- 


to do it more effectually, be. 


oppoſite Parties, and endeavours to — 
in them je ouſies and ſuſpicions of our 
gulling and abuſing. them, in order to 
prejudioe and incenſe them againſt us. 


<P 5 that his Sophiſtry might paſs upon 


them the better, he paints us out under 
the notion of Haber Preiſts; he draws 
their Picture, and then leaves the Las- 
2 to miſtake it for ours; endeavouring 

where, to make all People of his 
Faith, ; who thinks that W of all Rog 


ont are e the ſame. p 

What this Man advances here, A is 
but a Branch of that. bitter Root of 
Socinianiſm, which hath o pened a Der 


for introducing and reviving man 
thoſe Here/ics, w pach have formerly 1 gel ſted 


the C ch, troubled the Faich 
of Chriſtians ans, a5 Men differ a 


25 OS, vr and there is as great a 


__ variety. of them as there were of the Ari aus 
Tormerly; yet they, all agree in Pe- 


ſtroy ing Reveal'd. Religion and ,cltab- 


liſht Doctrine of that urch, of which 
they yet profeſs themſelves . 
us 


at 


hr iſtianity 0 Myſterions.. N 


Thus theſe Vermin enge ndred in the 
y\\of ic, at che 5 
at One anbthel; de all equs 
— ar to dewnut the whole, Bon 
whence: hey fett deri d their life and 
being. ar 3D aun 2103 2 5) 


F Til 1 


ids I need ot bete enter into 

a Defence of our Order, or make any 
long ; for che Nliniders of - the 
is bne Book of his, is a ſuf- 

—.— Proof of the. Neceſſiy and Uſe- 
fulneſs: of the Clergy ; for had it not been 
for us, ſuch ridiculous Sepbiſen as theſe 
— have paſsd with the People for 
ſound Reaſoning. If it were not for 
them, whoſe buſineſs it is td confute 
the Arguments of theſe pretenders to 
Reaſon, to lay open their Fallacter, and de- 
tect their Villainou:  Deſons ; : there -wou'd 
not, in a little «time, be {6 much as 
a Face of Religion among ùs. And if 
the Experiment were not too dangerous, 
and the conſequences: of it never to be 


retriev d, there  cou'd not be * . 7775 
demonſtration of the Neceſſr 

fulneſs of the Clergy, oy: 27 Univer- 
{al deſiſting of their endeavours only 
ſor a very mort ſpace,” for _ alt Re- 
lien would degfterkte into Barbarity 
and: Hearheniin Ad * | 

1s, MES: < 1 b. 
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5 1 yy 1 JI WHO» Hie * 
If, wo-ge gui | ß all cheſs ili 
is 0 puniſhment. eicher in this: World, 
or. the; next too bad for us. But if 8 
are not, and that this Man doth not make 
out what he ſo poſitively aſſerts, then 
what will he deſerve? We appeal to 
any Power that is able to take actount: 
of the matter; And if the ſtrength of 
all Laws Fecleftaſtical. and Civil ſhould 
once be fo relax t, that every one ma 
openly vent What they pleaſe a 
the | Chriſtian Religion, and. it's Teachers; 
without reſtaint ( Which God forbid 1 
then we muſt leave it to him to 1 5 
his aun Ganſe. : ory 18 U RK 


8 0 
The World is at «this t time. ſo diſpos'd 
for the reception of all Diſcourſes; that 
ſeem to ſet up Reaſon and Evidence an 
oppoſition to the Reveal d and Myſterious 
Doctrin 5 of Cri ſtianity, that. nothing leſs 
than the. Interpoſſt ions . Autberity, can 
ſtop this current of Infidelity.and Praphant- 
neſs whigh pens ns to overwhelothels 


W 210 8 $13 1000 M 
* 3 rn one: 8 [631 
How ar Men. in Power, acconding 


to their 5 \Rarjons, are obligd vas 
intermeddle in point of \Gonſcience, A Thall | 
not now enquire, But ſure I am, in 


Point 


4 hs 


ca wr LT 


dere v fe 
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IE Policy, it is become n leſs 
than neceſſary. For the writers f this 
Strain have-given broad Hints, that they 
are as little Friends, to our Government, 
2 —_ r. res lay, 
OE ates are made for the people; 
27 one knows, what Podtrone, 
Luce e, rd Wont oo mat 
again he fays. 
13 God bs an Fs pv "art . 
by: him; can preſeribe Injunitions relatiig to 
thau world to' come, hit Human" Powers 


— the Affairs of "bis. By Which tis 
— mans: a what they” have 

* ' rheddle Way in 
the Airs 05 Religion. Now what 
would this Man have dad, if he dürft 


have ſpoke as plainly of Government” as 
he hath done of Religion 29% als 


| Whoſoever obſerves: theſe Mens way 
of. writing as to this one point, will be 
convined they deſerve to be look d 
to; Their Numbers grow Fumidable, 
They begin to ſpeak out their Tnfdeliry 
and-/Prophaneneſs, as plain as ſome + of 
them do Treaſon; they are ſecretly; 2 

themſelves in Chibe: and Cabolts, . 


have: their Emiſaries into all parts, which 
are ſupported: by Contributions: And 
L make. little doubt, but that their de- 
figa isdat length to ſhew. us, That all 


9 Do- 


0 
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them, than I find the length 
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. Dominion as well as lg, 15 "founnted 
in Reaſon.” agar 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Have deſignedly left the Condidera- 
tion of thoſe» Paſſages he cites out of 
the . Fathers, to the . to be conſider d 
by themſelves; becauſe Perſons 
who will read the. rational part, don t care 
ſor troubling themſelves with the Exa- 
mination of theſe. And indeed, becauſe 
I deſignd to dwell much EA upon 
this . 


ter already will permit. 


The very Quoting of the Fathers, is a 
confifrarion of himſelf; for if there be 
no. other ground of Perſwaſion but Evi- 
dence, what can the Authority of the Fa- 


thers ſignifie to encline Mens Aſſent ei- 


ther one way or the other? and indeed, 
of Scripture it felf? All Quotations" Di- 
vine or Humane, are uſeleſs and imperti- 
nent upon his Principles. For what he 
wou d perſwade by them is evident in it 
ſelf or it is not. If it be evident we 
ſhall certainly believe- it, let who wat 

ay 
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fay it but if the truth of it be-notievi- 
dent from the nature of the thing i fel, 
all the Pompous CONE in V World 


ſignifie no 


He was Crane of this; ur Aut i 
the true reaſon why he gives the Fa- 
tbert as foul langudgs, as he doth the 
modern Cl ; not conlide thar 
the ſame Obje den holds againſt the 
Bible it ſelf. Fer if ehe e on 
God be not a ground of Perfwaffon 
A Text out: of the Bible will be of as Fittle 


18:5 


He eden n Arch the moſt 
ſcornful manner he could contrive, and 
ſays, that the mentioning of 5 chutcheons 
puts him in mind of the Julgment of 
3 ok By 88 And in another 

ace this | preſſion, Wa 
of ridicule, be Fathers; 1 
Fathers ! their Opinions be hl. Hhym- 
fies. And their Works imſuperable La- 
byrinths.”” And calls the juſt "Eſteem 
we have for them, A Blind Veneration for 
thoſe' who l before us. He never men- 
tions them without the greateſt contempt; 
and f 


s, He it not to he put out of coun- 


tenance by Venerabe Names. and Pompous 
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the times and cuſtoms of Antiquity, and 


an ugly Ruſt and Colour give antiens;Coins. 
300 aft r ang RED 1 int Wm {6 
But this fomilitude that he deſigns hy 
way of deriſion, doth very well expret: 
the worth and uſefulneſs of the Fathers. 
For as ancient Coins are now of no; grea-; 
ter intrinſick value than the bare weight 
of the Metal they are made of; yet they 
are of excellent uſe to give us light into 


upon that ſcore are of vaſtly greater va- 
lue than any modern Coins. 80 it is 
with the Fathers; they were Men, and 
wrote like ſuch ; and though we ſhould 
grant that ſome of their works, are not 
in themſelves more excellent than what 
hath been written in after-Ages, yet 

theſe Writings of thęirs are much more 
to be valu'd, becauſe they livd nearer 


the times of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
therefore had greater advantages of 


coming to right apprehenſions of all: 
things relating to Chriſtianity, than it 
is poſſible for any after them to have. 
Not but that ſome of them ſeem to 
have wrote by a more peculiar- influ 
ence of the Spirit. e eee 


And therefore this Man's arrogant 


treatment of the Fathers, puts me in 
mind of chat paſſage of the ignorant. 
| Childrens 


75 
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me. 
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Childrens reviling the; Prighs, e 
him Baldpate ; who ſaw: nothing 


2 


beyond thoſe common infirmities Saws are 
incident to Human- F not 
diſcern any thing of the Divine * 


that was 21 


We do not Hirialy ad implicit 
acquieſoe in any thise.- DA tay, 
we have à juſt Veneration: for 
and — to their Aurhoriry 3 hem, 
if he could have produced any thing 
from them which made us, 
we would have own'd he had gain d a 
great point. But all the Citations he 

uces, are only to prove that the 
thin ri er the Goſpel were 
call ſteries under the Low" and 
That he all is taken away ; both which 
allow. Let him bring one Text out 
of the Bible, or one Quotation out of 
the Fathers, to prove that the Vail is 
taken away in che ſenſe that we deny, 
(i. e.) in relpe of the true Nature, and 
real Properties of thoſe things which 
we call Myſteries. For on. 1 is * 
ken away as to the Exiſtence of 
things and as to the Relation they have 
to us, as to the intent and 1 ol 


2 * allow. 


” 
* 
* q 
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Lib. 5. 


And: this is a ſufficient anſwer. to all 


ty Quotations, if he brought a thouſand 
more to the ſame purpoſe. he hath done 


theſe.. However I ſhall conſider them in 
particular. Bands > "A 


1. He ſays, * Clemens Wi, bath 
the ſame notion of Myſteries with him. 
For he ſays the Chriſtian Diſcipline was 
calld +@nculs.. or illumination, pe 7 I K. 
brought hidden things to light. Very true: 
But not becauſe it brought them ſo to light, 
as to. diſcover the real 22 and Proper- 
ties of every thing reveal d; and give us as 
clear and i notions of "all divine things 
as.- they are in themſelves, as we have even 
of ſenfible Objects, Which this Man ridi- 
culouſly contends for. And this he 
would have ſeen if he had tead but I 
Lines karte where he has this Expre 
Ol; 7 147 an O13 .O&O 

0 37 7 dna Oe dg, 5 want Tacuy „ corky. x e vön- 
6 Y. WMeur Evoigy, ux r n def eiu, 
45g G, Cc. 91 10 


By which he affirms the nature of God to 

be above all we can conceive or ſpeak 
.of him. So, To tis plain the Father in 
direct e! to this Scribler, ig f- 


pinion t 


withſtanding all the Revelations we have 
of him. bs ; The 


at God is ſtill Myſterious, not- 


SLA fo . . , dt At _ as a 


„ ff > 24 tas «5 
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The whole drift of the winner i of 
hilt 5th Book, is to ſhew that t Af 
nature of FAI TH, conſiſts in giving our 
aſſent to the truth of rings which we 
cannot know, upon the Authority of 
God; and to this he applies th. 
of che Apoſtle,” 1. Cor. 2. . W 
adviſeth nsrhar our Faith: fill or 
ef en the Wiſdom of Men, Who, 
plains it; pretend to make us | every 725 
We believe. But on the 'Veracit 7 7 Go 
who ſaves, us by pure Faith, without that 
Evidence of the thing it ſelf, which ſome 
Men require. The Fathers Own Words 
are theſe; 


res 
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by „ ven 2 " d dete 2vipd up" TOY 
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And mereſdte he elegigy calls Faith 
Ear: of the Soul, ng 5 à ra one, bec 
by this we are diſpos d, to liſten to Bf. 
courſes of thoſe thin Which we cannot 
comprehend. Not that lie ſuppoſes we 
are. Ignorant of the meaning of an Pro- 


pofition we believe, And dherefore he 
> 7 W ＋ ** „ * n lee 
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There is na Knowle 
Faith without know 


And he here makes a manifeſt diffe- 
rence, between that Aſent which is the 
immediate effect of Knowledge, and that 
which is properly Faith. And then afs 
* | 3 


Tie d, ire ASO dmsdv 2164 I 745 Allo, 
AEIZEIS os abs dun analy F Of.: x 


N >} as : 85 er 
n id vie, KN 


45 without: Faith, nor 
| ge. £3. 
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ö £83141. 
Who is ſo e d from God, ſo much 
an. Infidel, 4 — lieve bim upon his 
word ; but require the ſame Evidence, and 
clear Knowledge of the things reweal'd fm 
God, as be requires from Men? I anſwer, 
This Man of unparallel!d Impudence, 
who hath quoted this fame th Book of 
his, againſt himſelf and un, to prove the £ 
2 contrary to what he thus poſitively 8 
LYGTtS. EQ ener T's «LY I vw 399 L * 


ara. Sen a. af. 4. a av a6; araooe. a. 
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r K nner ole A EARS e 
8 The next Father he Quotes againſt us, 4 
is Juſt in Martyr. Who ſays, Moſes with | + 
his hands ftretcht..out at the Battel withh.the 
Amalakites, 148 Type "of Chriſt 'Cracified, 
And He uſeth theſe: wor ds, Type, | Simbokh, 


| : * * 
*S 2 1 * 
* | 
c 
| 
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Myſtery, 20 to Senify things ente bid; hut 
now reveal d. So do we * this 2 
theſe words, to expreſs thoſe t 
which were once hid. and now reveard; 
and yet there are Myſteriesinthe Chriſtian 
Religion for all that. And if he will look 
into his Trad of a True Confeſſion of Fetrh, 
He will never again cite this Father 2 
rg us, at leaft in this Controvetly 5 
call him all to noug he as he harh dens 
us. When he had been 0 Human of the 
Union of the Divine and Humane - 
ture in the Perſon of Chrift, — 
ſed intricate and inſupera 
culties concerning this ron We ou 
Faith; P ſays he, theſe unconceivab 
difficulties ma jour mind, and ſtagger 
23 As for me, when Tanrin on 
ty about rheſe CHRISTIAN Le 
ERTIES, Ich out, 


ond dg d, dt AOTON) ap) eue Fa 
ie. . N 
eee * A 10 
our 238 of Kew laden above RE ASON, 
Woe. 7 en of + creaſes Notre.” 


5 „As it follows; Thorpe in uo lex Se. 


betiongto be theſe things; but that of a 
3 2 argues moreover, 


eee of coming to the 
X 3 true 
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Crimes, w6uld diſcover things abhich 


. xx d. 1 LY | . = 4 > > 


9 9 


true knowledge of theſe Divine Objects, 


from the diſproportion there is «between them, 


aud our Taser e ; a acks this 

Queſtion... 17. 411 N 

| 15s 5 f Is; 40 yas, 76 dae 42 

©TNEIN 25 cite. 35 
i mat Confidence can ye go cher 

to give an engt Solution of Divine things ? J 


leave this Man who is concern d, to give 
him an anſwer, .. 1 1 80 


— . 


The next 1 is out of Ti aul. 


n, who hath this expreſſion in his Apo- 


logy, Cum vel ex Forma * Myfteriis 
filentii fides habeatur, 8c. He is in that 
275 defending . the Chriſtians, from 
fe Crimes of Inceſt, Adultery, and mur- 
ing of Children, which the Heathen 


: Aae them, as being gully of in their 


meetings. That they were: gtoundleſs 
Rumours and nothing. more, He ar 


thus; Theſe 455 muſt be firſt diſc 45 covered ei- 


e ra by our ſelves, or others q not by others, 


«10, Way o know wg bus 


ſelves, for. none 2ho are 2 0 of ſuch rid 


Ae them fo the immediat c puniſhment , & 
Laws, though abe aw, ok Were Or 


tn. A amy 2, 28 
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hn Mianity or Eee ion. 


2 the force of the ariſon with the Hea- 
then Myſteries lies in Mic if the Samothra- 


cian and Myſteries ure kept ſo ſeeret, 


which are mot "of ſuch dangerout- 1 to 
diſcover ; How much more muſt you think 


Horrid ay dangerous Myſteries as you! 

ours to be, will J kept ſecret? And _ 
ference is very natural, vix. That! theſe 
things muſt needs be ner Rumour, ſince if 
they were true, they mouli not be Affe vr Tf 
or, i they: were diſcover d, muſt expeſh 10 
mercy. from the Heat ben, ' who would he fare 
not to ſpare chan. And therefore he ſays; | 


% | Ag ad 


SP 


Dicimur Felereri st | dicinurs tam 
ſemper ; nic vos quod tam dit Picintur kruere 
curatis. Ergo aut eruite ſi creditis, aut nolite 
ec Rſs He 416. o 
T_ 07,196! | 23 130718 
"This bs. dhe whole: ſas ofthe. place, 
and. how this Man will wreſt his infe- 
5 rence out oß it. Ergo, There are no Myſte- 
ries in Chrifianity, I can r 3 


Sa Bail 1 ” wo 7 7 
© The.laft He cites, is Orig . Whois, 
T hat the, Doärines off ob do'all ; 


with du COMMON: NOTIO. 
(i. e.) asg far as we are able to . at 
them. But this doth not prove, 
there, gs) nat hing more intended by them, — 2 
what ve Know as well, as we do the be ordinary 
hab O Senſes. i 6% 
M4 Again 
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by 11 favs, Te e Promiſe 
rer fps 7 This: Mains Lnfe- 
rence is, ' Ergd;. Now this #3 known, thi fre 
. 5 
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That whidhe- faith Bock of his ata 
Celſus is to ſhew, the direct Contrary to 
what- this Man inſiſts upon in his laſt 
Chaps wiz. I prove that Here- 
tick, That the: Myſteries of the'Chriftian Re- 
Eee, wire ot Or 3 
Idolatrous and Superſtitious C uſtoms 
Hachen: Let him anſwer that — 


| Nc _ «git eabvacing 9 „ei 
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"Theſe are all — itation 
from the Fathers, to prove what no one 
denies. That 23bw) Vault is #ſhoved, and 
that cherefors nothing in- n. 
„ ot rhe e e 1 n 2 


wikis #8 EIT IK SIE N RAY 


N after all, I find this is no new 


Haufe but amold ene of Räber revi 
ved, who -affitaticdg"7he Riad nur Narbe 


of Tod to ve intelligible iy us, Which Was 
ago oonjmd in a the Sasch 6f 
_ St. BFI 4290 4153 N nk 

It is to no purpoſe to heap up Quott 
tions here, to prove chat the Opinνονν D 


the Fathers Way, That we know" nor hug of 
"Y 1 is. | 


eee e HIT the 


the true hich: 0 


God, here * any 


08 — 
in che — roy e Gd he 
Verſe ; | 3 £33 mug 


man am ee eee 
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Ho can the Mind" cot hy" Nori 
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Having thus ſhewn to how lids pur- 
pole his Citations otit of the Fathers are, 
and ho the Nature of Godis 
ſterious; becauſe Hh 1 have 


15 


concerning our manner of f thee” 
of God, and the things of another bod 
may look à little odd at firſt 

J turned all Reli ion into Al, 

by chat means the N $9 
Subſt ame of it. 1 ſhall" 3 - 


new Dottrine of mine, but SO) 
of the Fathers; 3 


36a! Att; i EP. 


hd FIAT £7 4 
ehe 34 3 wt] N f Pak. 


— aan peRm——n—————————— — ee — 
182 An Auſmer a 4 Rog Entituled, 


le 
war 1 BN bepiſſet, per quos vim Majeſtatis ſuæ 
. ilem, utique humanæ mediocri- 


umilitate temperaret. 215 \ 


Lib. 12. Nu, Diſcourſing at large. 

_ how the ſacred Style was accommodated 

e to our Capacity, dy. expreſſing the Na- 

un 11%" ture of God and divine chings under the 

15805 of ſuch thin are familiar to 

vs 55,29 theſe wi . he, ſays he, 

that Immenſity be contain'd; in a little; 

— 5 not that thy 2 5 are ver t dr 
to at ſhallow Copacities? |, | 


nag n fe ml warp de af hens ta v3 
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jo ſr ſ peaking 4 1 this Samen 
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Ae 5 be chings o wer 57 
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orld, 

thoſe thoſe things by wWhigh ng s 
Epift. * repreſented to us 5 ow daa, { ona, fi 
a ment⸗ A den is better render by” 78 


wats Subſitutes. And he be add 


4. 5 
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— 


cha ce the w M 4 TO apps are the. Sub- 
ſtitutes 7: 4 980 a4 a ee, choſe 
things which ha Acne hs 

the Aerea "of tho Divine 
Things which have none. Again, 


Diony- 
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Gr line's ” «Mons. 


i by help of 
of chk thing 
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St. Cyrill ſays that our of con- 
ceiving Divine things is by, Examples or 
Similitudes; 8 UP Done manner 
we repreſent the bs upon a 
piece of Paper. 


4. WI dt lien Loe br 2 7 | 


E4UTN 14640 dy vnbSeryua Tots aver, dave oi 
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' Gregory Naxianxen ſliſcourſes fulty, how Ora. 34» 
nothing is more evident than chat there 
is a God, though at the ſame time we 
are not able to conceive or expreſs what 
he is; and hath theſe. remarkable words 
Concerning our manner of” " eopbeiving 
the things. "of another world g „, 


„ T8 bas! 1711 18 len 
3H m 8 cd; 7 rprren g 4 Tbs 
f gie ret F N tg? Ster gords C dt 
eie, e Fols &y onlieTly , 47 F cut 
nu Ne 7 %a. By 


p 2 — 


\ IHE . — * N — . — — CRANES 
ä . — vm8ö8 — — — 
J\ * : _ 2 "= 
184 An — — 


for ns ih bs MN 8 
es, ch 8 
geen Spiritual Ne 528 
help of worldly Obj An or us to 
overtake our ſhadow, or toſes in the dark. 


It is ordinary with the Farbers, x: * 
ing of God to ſay, That when we con- 


cn 35, being b 3 being 
3 iſe OB gy nay, 2s har 2 5 
hey are all þut. wrative. Repr et; 
of ſomething in. win comet 
that we can imagine. x 2 222680 


fins, or whoever was Author of 


Chap. eee ks which COT 
__ ſays, hy 


. E 


n *,, d gies L 2 73 
20, Nx (on. Y 72 & vp ine opic. 
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N qi nb fin Tho 
O, ſpeaking of the nature pecfent 
1 . of God and Spiritual things, 


ſays very ane Kn 7 
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And 
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cuxiſtinuin net Lao —.— 


And God, in * EIA of 
the Fathers is call'd Lüge es, 
4%. without Exiſtence, without-Subſtaver, 
without a mind, without Life. Not by wa 
of 2 25 Maria: Vifforimus in 


inſt Aria, obſerves, but 
223 Becauſe. the char; fd 


to theſe words, expreſs/ not of the 
tuo nas of de eee 


agreeable to what cke Apo- 
file AN 17, 275 Where he expreſ- 
ſeth the Knowledge we have of God, by 
feng, "after him. The Original Word 
is very expreflive, for it Tigni- 

i the groping for a thing in the dark. 


nature of God, fays, That the umoff we 


can arrive to, is to know'what be is vt, and 
not — be i 16. | 
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Man had to quote thoſe Fathers who he 
tells bony Hoy luck to be both the New 
and the Old of the Wald: But His Hereſy 
is as old as Ennomijur, and now Teviv'd 
bychis UPSTART, as he very alen 
* 2 think we may w 


— Alexavdrivur ſpeaking; 1 & the Strom. 
method we have of coming to ktow the Lib. 5. 
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* 


this New Old Sect of his, the Gnoſticłs of 
our Age; ſince they are a proſound fort 
of people, vho ſet up for Ru ⁰in¹ every 
thing; and Believing notling. ix" 
U roi oe be e ge 
He hopes in time to plead Preſcription; 
and that: His ' Book too. ſhall in 


3, 
Sages be 
valued; as the Fathers' are in er oy Pit a- 
las! though he wants no qualification of 
Error, and Impiety for this Ambition of 
his; yet he hath not Wit and Learnit 
enough to be 4 Heretick upon Record. 
Such Books as theſe ſeldom live any lon- 
ger, than till their Fallacies are laid open; 


9 


and then they periſn, and rot with the Merro- 
ry of their Autborti. Whereas the Fu bert 
(who are now in Heaven for defending 
that Truth, which he hath labour d to 


corrupt) will have their juſt Authority, a- 


mong all Pious and Learned Men to 
the end of the Worde. 

And now that I have done, 1 muſt 
conſefs the Man was not worth my trou- 
ble; but the Cauſe is richly ſo, and it is 


our misfortune that we think nothing 


can gain upon the World but ſn Nel 
foie tins Argument. Whereas there He 
been many inſtances, of the moſt od 
and ridiculous Enthuſiaſts having iti a ſhort 
time Proſelytes enough, to bring Charth 
and State into co . He * 

| ttle 


EE 
WIS UA 

' Beſides, I have contriv'd e ee ſo 
as to be an anſwer not only to him, but 
to all the Oppoſers of Revelations and 


ries. And I hope I may ſay, I have —_— 


{ſomething towards the be f ſtating this 
whole Controverſy, which hath been hi- 
therto ſo much miſtaken on both Sides. 
For whilſt Men on one hand, expect a 
rational account, and clear and diſtin& 
Idea's of what is "wholly Unaccountable by 
us, and of which we can have no Conc 


tions at all. And —_Y er hand, Men 
go about lahour, to explain 
what is Pas ing ; there can be no end 
of theſe raw 7es which multiply upon 
us 2 N y. But if we all agree to 
leave. o peaking of what we know no- 


d. freely. own what. N. muſt 
conteſs whether we will or no; That we 


can bave no Idea's at all, of the things of ano- 
tber Morld as they are in themſelves ; and 
tbat our manner of conceiving them at pr refs, 
15 {fi Intervention. of the common ann. of 
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